NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER 2022

Dear Clare PPN member,
Welcome to our September newsletter. Autumn can be a time for community and
voluntary groups to reassess our grassroots work and with that in mind we have news of
several really interesting-looking events, including a Training for Transformation course in
Spanish Point and a facilitation skills course in Shannon. There are also lots of webinars
on offer.
Meanwhile, last week a busload of Clare PPN members, staff and secretariat travelled
from the Banner County to a hotel opposite the gates of Leinster House in Dublin to
launch our groundbreaking report on poverty and social exclusion in Co Clare. The report
raises some very serious issues for policymakers in Clare and nationally, and it received
widespread coverage in national and Clare media. Read more below about the launch,
including our next steps.
If you’d like to see something included in a future newsletter, please email
newsletter@clareppn.ie.
All the best,
Sarah Clancy, Sarah Ferrigan & William Hederman
Clare PPN
Clonroad Business Park
Ennis, Co. Clare
V95 N62T
Mobile: 087 1617375

NATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE FOR
REPORT ON POVERTY IN CLARE

There was widespread national media coverage last week as we launched our report,
‘Towards an Anti-Poverty Strategy for Clare’, following nine months of research and
planning. The national launch took place in Dublin, with the help of Sinead Gibney of the
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission, which funded the research. The event
was attended by several Clare TDs and Senators, as well as by Joe O’Brien, Minister
of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development. The report, which
examines the causes of and policy responses to poverty in the county, was also raised
in Dáil Éireann.
The quality of the report and the impact it has had so far are the result not only of the
excellent work of our lead researcher Dr Conor McCabe but also of the enormous
dedication over many months of those member groups of Clare PPN’s Social Inclusion
college who came together to make this groundbreaking research happen.
We have submitted the report to Clare County Council’s review of the Rural
Development Strategy and for our next steps we aim to present it to committees of the
Council, host workshops about the report for Clare PPN reps and use it to inform our
submissions to the Local Economic and Community Plan.
You can download a PDF of the report here:
https://clareppn.ie/wpcontent/uploads/2022/09/Clare_Anti_Poverty_Report_Sept2022_web.pdf
The Irish Examiner published an opinion piece by Clare PPN co-ordinator Sarah Clancy
about the project, which you can read here:
https://www.irishexaminer.com/opinion/commentanalysis/arid-40965605.html

FIRST QUARE CLARE PRIDE
FESTIVAL A BIG SUCCESS

The rainbows, glad rags and drag queens were out in force last weekend for the first
Quare Clare Pride Festival. Well done to all involved in what was a really successful
series of events with a great turnout. From a prayer service to a burlesque drag and
DJ night in Shannon, over two days with a poetry reading, Clare Youth Pride Party
and display of the Irish Names Quilt on the way. The Irish Names Quilt, created in
remembrance of those who died in Ireland from AIDS and HIV-related illnesses, is
now on display at Clare County Council’s offices. If you’d like to be involved in Quare
Clare, please email: lgbtq.clare@gmail.com. You can follow Quare Clare activities on
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/QuareClareLGBTQ

FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES
BIODIVERSITY GRANTS
Deadline 7th October: Local communities working to protect
and promote local plants and wildlife are being invited to
apply for funding from a partnership initiative by The
Community Foundation for Ireland and the Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage. The grant round is
aimed at a growing number of areas across the country that
are implementing Local Biodiversity Action Plans.
Applications are being invited from two grant rounds – with
grants of up to €10,000 available. Full details of the funding
are available at the following linke with a deadline of 4pm on
7th October:
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/types-ofgrants/community-biodiversity-grants

FINDING FUNDING: WEBINAR
FOR SMALL ORGANISATIONS
21st October: This webinar aimed specifically at small and
early-stage organisations will offer you clear, practical advice
on how to seek new funding opportunities. The webinar,
hosted by The Wheel, will provide the practical tools to
diversify your non-profit's funding sources and adopt a more
strategic fundraising approach, helping you understand your
own income mix and how you can play to your strengths
when seeking new sources of funding; and identify the tools
to build a financially sustainable organisation. This event will
be held on Zoom. More details here:
https://www.activelink.ie/community-exchange/events/94488where-to-find-funding-tips-for-small-organisations-webinar

NEWS / EVENTS ...
TRAINING FOR
TRANSFORMATION
As we move into the Autumn, we have news of a great
opportunity for grassroots community groups – a free 10-day
‘Training for Transformation’ course in Spanish Point.
Facilitated by the greatly respected trainer Liz Price, this will
be in five two-day blocks on Wednesday and Thursdays
starting on 5th October. Training for Transformation
empowers people to become aware of how groups work, of
how we personally can work well as a group and of how to
listen to communities’ real needs rather than arrive with prepacked solutions. The course is useful for anyone who wants
to develop grassroots awareness and skills. There is no
charge – people are simply asked to attend all 10 sessions
and to bring their lunch. To find out more or to book a place,
please contact Nóirin at 087 447 9115 or
info@fcjspiritualityhouse.ie.

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
COMMUNITIES WEBINAR
12th October: Clare Local Development Company is inviting
communities across Clare to attend a 'Sustainable Energy
Communities' information session on Wednesday 12th
October at 8pm. This one-hour Zoom session will give an
overview of what’s involved for community groups that
register as a Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) or wish
to reactivate their existing SEC. Funding, mentoring and
other supports will be explained. Lorraine is available to meet
with and guide groups in setting up an SEC and applying for
SEAI funding. To register for this session or to arrange a
community consultation, please email Lorraine at
lpower@cldc.ie or phone 087 798 0347. To register your
community as an SEC visit: www.seai.ie

SKILL-SHARE WORKSHOPS AT
ENNIS WOMEN’S SHED
Mna Ag Gaire – Ennis Women’s Shed has been running a
series of skill-share workshops. Come together to share craft
and other skills over a cup of tea and some home baking.
The workshops take place every Monday and Wednesday
from 10am to 12pm. Places are limited so please text or
WhatsApp to 083 204 6821 to book a place. Mna Ag Gaire is
a place to meet, share skills and combat loneliness. Their
mission is to reach out to all women, and for all women to
enhance their role in their own lives and in their local
communities. See Mna ag Gaire’s Facebook page for skillshare dates:
https://www.facebook.com/MnaAgGaire

WEBINAR: THE GREAT FOREST
OF AUGHTY
29th September: This webinar this evening, Thursday, 29th
September, 7pm-8:30pm, will introduce ‘The Great Forest of
Aughty Upland Native Woodland Restoration Project’, a
farmer, community, NGO, state partnership approach with
multiple benefits in East Clare and South Galway. The Great
Forest of Aughty is a legendary Forest, beloved of Brian
Boru. It is fundamental to Irish culture, people and nature –
there are still remnant pockets intact but they are under
pressure. The plan can act as a pilot project for communities
to assist restoring Native Forests along all the waterways of
Ireland. Register for this free event here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-great-forest-of-aughtytickets-419168824237

FACILITATION SKILLS WORKSHOP
17th October: This training, at Shannon Family Resource
Centre, from 9am to 1pm on 17th October, is aimed at
researchers and community organisations who wish to upskill
or acquire new facilitation skills. The training is experiential,
giving participants the opportunity to experience some
commonly used participatory research tools and techniques
as well as introducing some additional new tools for use in
PPI activities. Facilitator Maeve Lankford has over 30 years
of experience working in human potential and development.
This training is hosted by the PPI (public and patient
involvement) Ignite network. Register here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/facilitation-skills-workshoptickets-417854262347

THEATRE WORKSHOP AT GLÓR
14th October: Could you be a storyteller, actor or director?
No skills are required for this free, fun and participatory
workshop at Glór. Milis is an event by Crooked House
Theatre developed for PIMA! FEST '22. The workshop invites
older and younger members of the community to develop
stories that capture generational perspectives. Over two
days, 14th & 15th October, participants will collaborate with
theatre makers in the creation of short performances,
monologues and narratives. The pieces will be filmed as
theatrical vignettes and will be available to view on the
festival platforms. PIMA! FEST is a new festival in Ennis,
produced by Music Generation Clare in association with Glór
and local partners and artists. See:
www.pimafest.com

IEN LUNCHTIME BIODIVERSITY
WEBINAR SERIES
Wednesdays: As the Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity Loss
meets this autumn, the Irish Environmental Network is
bringing people together through a series of lunchtime
webinars to hear from the experts on what is causing
biodiversity loss, what is being done to address the crisis and
what we can do as individuals and communities to get more
involved. The next webinar, Native Woodlands and
Biodiversity, with Jim Lawlor, is on Wednesday, 5th October
from 1pm-2pm. You can register for any of the lunchtime
webinars at this link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/ien-lunchtime-biodiversitywebinar-series-1172909

ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS
WEBINAR SERIES
4th-18th October: Why is access to environmental
information a critically important right? What does public
participation in environmental decision-making actually
mean? When is it necessary to bring legal cases to protect
environmental rights? Join Community Law and Mediation
(CLM) for a webinar series on environmental rights –
specifically, on what is known as “the Aarhus Convention.”
These three short webinars are aimed at people with no prior
knowledge of environmental rights. which will run from 9:3010:30am on Tuesday 4th, 11th and 18th October. Speakers
include solicitor Eoin Brady, journalist Niall Sargent, barrister
Alison Hough, Sarah Clancy of Clare PPN and Rose Wall of
CLM. Here is the link to register for all three:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tB0adChSSR
Cf-VpfdpIysw

WEBINAR: GETTING ACTIVE FOR
BETTER AGEING
20th October: The Institute of Public Health (IPH) invites you
to attend a ‘Getting Active For Better Ageing’ webinar from
10am to 12 noon on Thursday 20th October, which will focus
on public health and behaviour change and how to
encourage and support older people to be more physically
active. This webinar will include presentations from Professor
Ryan Rhodes, University of Victoria, Canada, Professor Mark
Tully from Ulster University, and Professor Suzanne
McDonough from the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.
Includes a Q&A discussion with a panel of healthcare
professionals about how behaviour change can be
supported, and also a physical activity energiser during the
webinar. Register here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-FN3CN6StSbjFzBvK-wrg

NOURISHING YOUR BODY THIS
WINTER
4th October: Nourishing Your Body This Winter is an
opportunity to learn how to support your immune system this
winter with practical tips and recipe ideas from nutritionist
Grainne Travers. Booking is essential. This event will take
place in De Valera Library, Ennis, on Thursday, 4th October,
at 6:30pm. To book, phone De Valera Library on 0656824207 or email devalera@clarelibrary.ie. This event is
associated with Positive Ageing Week (25th September to 1st
October). For more information on events and services in
Clare Libraries visit www.clarelibrary.ie or call 065- 6846350
or email library_mailbox@clarecoco.ie

ART CAMP FOR CHILDREN WITH
HEALTH CONDITIONS
1st-3rd November: Parents of children with lifelong physical
health conditions can register them now for free art
workshops in Ennis. These workshops are to help children
aged 6-12 to live life to the full, giving them the space to be
themselves, have fun, make new friends, learn new skills and
get creative. All workshops are delivered by professional
artists. Helium Arts are returning to Ennis this November for
the three-day art camp from 1st to 3rd November, as well as
a free six-week Saturday programme from 12th November,
all at CBS Primary Ennis. Register by contacting Niamh at
hello@helium.ie or 083-0103240. Read more here:
https://helium.ie/2022/04/15/whats-on-this-year-from-heliumarts/

CONSULTATIONS
NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY PLAN
Deadline 9th November: All groups and individuals who are
interested in Clare’s biodiversity are encouraged to take part
in this consultation on the new National Biodiversity Plan
being prepared by the Dept of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage. The plan sets out the priorities and actions for
addressing the biodiversity crisis in Ireland from 2023-2027.
The draft plan and an online survey can be found at the link
below, or you can email your comments directly to
NBAPConsultation@housing.gov.ie. The deadline for
submissions is 9th November. More details here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/1566c-public-consultationon-irelands-4th-national-biodiversity-action-plan/

LISDOONVARNA HERITAGE PLAN
This survey asks the people of Lisdoonvarna and the wider
Burren community to share their ideas about the Heritage of
Lisdoonvarna and their hopes for the future of the town. As
part of a project commissioned by Clare County Council and
undertaken by Drake Hourigan architects, to design a new
Heritage Plan for Lisdoonvarna, the aim of the survey is that
the people of the town decide how to protect their shared
heritage for the future. This survey is one way to easily share
your ideas, and there will be further in-person opportunities
to engage. You can take the survey at the link below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxe6BF79x25iX
c_QmzvYH37dB8MkBndtaJl3sR1pTVP4jDfg/viewform
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