
Clare PPN is a network of 331 community and voluntary groups in County Clare. Those member 
groups whose remit is social inclusion sought and received funding from the Irish Human 
Rights and Equality Commission to carry out a ground-breaking participatory anti-poverty 
research project. These groups came together because of their exasperation at providing 
‘sticking plaster’ responses to poverty in Clare in the absence of a proper strategy to reduce 
and end poverty. The report from the project, written by the project’s lead researcher, Dr Conor 
McCabe, can be read in full here: 

tinyurl.com/clareppn

KEY FINDINGS
• The housing situation in Clare is chaotic – a 17.68% vacancy rate exists alongside record 

homelessness and housing insecurity.

• There is no proper strategy in Clare, or nationally, for a ‘just transition’ to support those who will 
bear the brunt of the climate action that is urgently needed. Energy, transport, home heating, 
farming and fl ood risk are all key issues in Clare, with the county likely to be disproportionately 
aff ected on a range of fronts.

•  In health, to even be on a par with national averages, Clare needs a 50% increase in dentists and a 
33% increase in GPs. There are similar disparities across a range of other services, including care 
services.

• The National Planning Framework, including the National Development Plan and the Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategies, prioritise regional development at the expense of local, with 
Clare being viewed as a tourism destination or site of resource extraction for renewable energy 
with limited benefi t to those resident in the county.

• Travellers, people with disabilities, women, older people, carers, international protection applicants 
and those with mental health or addiction issues are particularly impacted by the defi cit in services, 
transport, infrastructure and investment in sustainable livelihoods.

• The state, local government and relevant agencies are failing to measure poverty and policy 
impacts in Clare. There are no fi gures available for child poverty or fuel poverty in Clare. What is 
not measured cannot be addressed. 

• Our report makes it clear that poverty remedies that focus only on training, medicating or managing 
individuals will not compensate for defi cits in infrastructure, investment and services.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
1. The information gaps regarding the socio-economic situation of vulnerable groups in Clare and 

nationally must be addressed. A commitment to realise human and socio-economic rights must 
underpin the data gathering methods.  

2. The National Development Plan as it relates to County Clare must be reviewed so that Clare can 
access the investment and sustainable economic development necessary.

3. Clare needs a dedicated social housing action plan with a view to ending homelessness in all 
communities in the county.

4. The Direct Provision system must be ended. It in itself is a key cause of poverty and isolation in 
Clare for those within it.

5. Health services in Clare need to be localised and/or relocalised and signifi cant investment made 
to at least remedy the defi cit that exists in comparison to other counties. 

6. The charity model of service provision must be ended and replaced by a human rights based 
model where all publicly funded bodies meet the needs of individuals and their communities.

7. Clare needs a jobs investment plan to ensure necessary work is done and that sustainable 
decent jobs are created.

8. Clare needs a county-wide accessible and reliable public transport system

9. Clare and Ireland need properly defi ned ‘just transition’ plans to mitigate the eff ects of climate 
action on vulnerable communities.

10. Ireland needs to legislate so that socio-economic rights are justiciable, even if this requires 
constitutional change. 

We do not consider the circumstances of marginalised groups in Clare inevitable or acceptable, 
furthermore we do not consider them individual. Our report makes it clear that poverty remedies 
that focus only on training, medicating or managing individuals will not compensate for defi cits 
in infrastructure, investment and services.

‘We’re not in Alaska are we? We’re one hour from two major cities and three hours from 
Dublin, of course we should have services and infrastructure.’

For more information about this project, please email: admin@clareppn.ie


