NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2022

Dear Clare PPN member,
Welcome to our June newsletter.
Summer is fully upon us and we’re excited to be holding our first in-person Plenary
meeting since 2019 – that will be at Cloughleigh Community Centre in Ennis on
Wednesday, 13th July. It will be a great opportunity to reconnect with fellow PPN
members from across the county. We look forward to seeing many of you in person after
so many months. And read on for news of the many other events that are coming up –
outdoor, indoor, in person or online.
If you’d like to see something included in a future newsletter, please email
newsletter@clareppn.ie.
All the best,
Sarah Clancy, Sarah Ferrigan & William Hederman
Clare PPN
Clonroad Business Park
Ennis, Co. Clare
V95 N62T
Mobile: 087 1617375

CLARE PPN PLENARY MEETING
13th July: Clare PPN warmly invites all member groups to
attend our first plenary meeting of 2022 which will take place
on Wednesday, 13th July from 7pm to 9pm, at Cloughleigh
Community Centre, Davitt Terrace, Ennis. Plenary meetings
are the main decision-making forums for Clare PPN. Please
reserve your place at this meeting by emailing your name
and member group name to admin@clareppn.ie on or before
Monday 11th July.
Call for Agenda Items:
All current member groups can propose agenda items for
this meeting on or before Monday, 4th July. Please send
these using the subject line: 'Agenda Item Plenary Meeting'
to admin@clareppn.ie
Submitting a motion
If you would like to bring a motion to the Plenary, please
email admin@clareppn.ie by Monday, 4th July, with the
wording of the motion and outlining why you would like to see
the motion passed.

CORNELIA WAHLI RIP
We are very sad to share the news of the death of Cornelia
Wahli. Cornelia was a member of the PPN Secretariat and
was the PPN Environmental Rep on the Local Community
Development Committee of Clare County Council. She was
also a member of Clare Environmental Network where she
devoted her time to promoting the importance of biodiversity
and 'de-plastification'. Her enthusiasm, dedication and
attention to detail will be missed. Clare PPN extends our
sympathy to her extended family.

ANTI-POVERTY THINK-IN WITH
COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Clare PPN hosted a hugely successful briefing and
consultation with Clare County Councillors in Cloughleigh
Community Centre last week as part of our ongoing research
towards creating a Five-Year Anti-Poverty Strategy for Clare.
We had a great discussion and there were some very useful
insights and suggestions. We are grateful to the Councillors
for their time and input, and to our lead researcher Dr Conor
McCabe who facilitated the discussion. Our focus group
sessions are now complete and Dr McCabe is working on his
final report, which we plan to publish in September.

FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES
IRELAND FOR UKRAINE FUND
Deadline 30th June: Groups responding to the needs of
people fleeing the war in Ukraine are invited to apply for
grants of up to €100,000 from The Ireland for Ukraine Fund
through The Community Foundation for Ireland. There are
four strands: Primary Response, Community Response,
Specialised Response as well as Collaborative Response.
The Community Foundation has formed the strands by
identifying areas of need through its established network of
voluntary, community and charitable partners across the
country – many of which are actively supporting people who
have left Ukraine with little or no belongings. The closing date
is 30th June 2022 and applications can be made through:
www.communityfoundation.ie
https://www.gov.ie/communitycentresfund

COMMUNITY CENTRES
INVESTMENT FUND
Deadline 14th July: The €15 million Community Centres
Investment Fund is still open for applications, with grants of
between €10,000 and €300,000 towards capital costs.
Applicants need to register as 'users' on the portal in
advance of applying. This will allow you to identify any
potential setup issues and rectify them in advance. The
closing date for applications is Thursday 14th July at 3pm.
Guidelines and a sample application form are now available
at:
https://www.gov.ie/communitycentresfund

NEWS / EVENTS ...
CLARE TRAVELLER PRIDE
AWARDS 2022
21July: Nominations are now open for the Clare Traveller
Pride Awards which will take place at 7pm on 21st July in
Cois na hAbhna in Ennis. The aim of the Traveller Pride
Awards is to highlight and recognise the achievements and
contributions of Travellers in their communities and in Irish
society. The awards also aim to instil pride in Traveller
identity, highlighting some of the obstacles that exist for
Travellers, and celebrate Travellers' undoubted positive
contribution to Irish life. The awards are judged in seven
separate categories: Education; Enterprise and Innovation;
Music, Arts or Culture; Sport; Intersectionality; Community;
Youth (12-18 years). The deadline for nominations is 30th
June. For more information on nominating someone, please
email: bcasey@cldc.ie

‘NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT
US’
We were blown away by Clare Leader Forum's documentary
film, 'Nothing About Us Without Us’, which had its world
premiere at Cois na hAbhna in Ennis recently. The film is
directed by Grey Heron Media with help from Clare Local
Development Company. Clare Leader Forum members play
a big role in Clare PPN both on the Secretariat and as
representatives. Their activism is political- and paradigmshifting and it's only the beginning! You can watch the short
film here:
https://vimeo.com/720384392/378f79b48b

FREE ENGLISH CLASSES IN
ENNIS
Clare Local Development Company is offering free English
classes at Mna ag Gaire (Women’s Shed) in Ennis. The
times are Mondays 9:30-11:30am, Thursdays 7-8:30pm and
Fridays 10am-12pm. Classes are for over-18s only. Places
are limited, please register by emailing:
clarechat21@gmail.com

FREE COUNSELLING FOR
PEOPLE FROM UKRAINE
My Mind is offering a free counselling scheme for people who
have come to Ireland due to the war in Ukraine. This involves
12 sessions in person, online or over the phone - depending
on location. To access, the person must complete the selfreferral form on the My Mind website
(https://www.mymind.org) and then email hq@mymind.ie
stating they are from Ukraine. 'My Mind' has recruited two
Ukrainian-speaking counsellors and are actively trying to
recruit more to meet demand.
https://mymind.org/free-counselling

STRUCTURAL REVIEW OF PPNS
An independent review of PPN structures across Ireland was
commissioned by the Department of Rural and Community
Development in 2021, to “ensure that they are fit for purpose
for climate action and community development.” A ‘root and
branch’ review was conducted by consultants, Mazars, to
consider the structures currently in place, identify challenges,
and make recommendations to strengthen and enhance
Participation Networks. Their report has now been published
on the Department’s website. The Department will now
contact key stakeholder groups to seek written input on the
contents of the report. They plan to hold a webinar on the
report in September to allow discussion of its findings and
begin the process of prioritising its recommendations:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f6fe9-ppn-structural-reviewreport/

LIMERICK PRIDE, CLARE PRIDE
Quare Clare have been busy organising social and other
events for Clare’s LGBTQ+ community. They have arranged
a bus to go to Limerick Pride on Saturday 9th July, leaving
Ennis at 11am and departing Limerick again at 5pm. Bus
tickets will cost €5 (subsidised by CLDC) but that can be
waived if the amount is a problem for anyone. They’ll also
make accessible transport arrangements so please email
them if you need this. Book your place at this Eventbrite asap
as tickets are limited!
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/quare-clare-bus-to-limerick-pridetickets-371340618787
And in even more exciting news – please Save the Date now
for Quare Clare Pride, which will happen on Saturday, 24th
September in Shannon at the Oakwood Arms Hotel. They
are just beginning to organise it and would love as many
people involved in the organising as possible. If you want to
be involved, please email: lgbtq.clare@gmail.com. You can
follow Quare Clare activities on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/QuareClareLGBTQ

CLIMATE CAMP IRELAND 2022
Climate campaigners and community activists from across
Ireland will converge on north Kerry in early August for a sixday event they hope will help “build a radical climate
movement on the island of Ireland”. The first Climate Camp
in Ireland since 2010, which will take place from August 2nd
to 7th in a field close to the site of the proposed Shannon
LNG gas terminal, will be a family-friendly gathering with
workshops, debate, skill-sharing, cultural activities and more.
Organisers have made a call for likeminded groups and
individuals across Ireland to join them in organising the
event, by proposing a workshop, helping to set up the camp
or simply coming along. To get involved or for more
information, email: slieile@riseup.net. You can also follow
their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/ireland.climatecamp

NEW LOCAL LINK BUS SERVICE
Some welcome good news on public transport. Local Link
has a new service running three times a day, seven days a
week, from Ballyvaughan to Ennis, stopping at Lisdoonvarna,
Ennistymon, Corofin Cross and Inagh. You can call their
office on 065-6719101. Full timetables and fares are
available here:
https://www.locallinklc.ie/2022/05/29/c23-ballyvaughan-toennis/

CYCLE AGAINST SUICIDE
‘COMMUNITY BUDDY’ TRAINING
Cycle Against Suicide's aim is the prevention of suicide and
their message is 'It is OK not to feel OK. And it's Absolutely
OK to ask for help'. Their training programme provides
people working or volunteering in their communities with the
skills to be the stepping stone to help others in their
communities. Their training is free of charge and is an
important link between communities and professional
wellbeing services. They have training via Zoom on 14th and
15th July (two full days - 9.30am to 5pm each day).
Alternatively on 11th/12th/18th/19th July (all four evenings
7pm-10pm). Full details and registration at:
https://www.cycleagainstsuicide.com/register-to-becomecommunity-buddy/

NO MAN'S LAND & RIGHTS OF
NATURE
20th June - 22nd July: The 2022 Burren Annual Exhibition at
Burren College of art will feature new work by North
American based artist, Hugh Pocock. The exhibition will
include Pocock’s recent photographic, sculptural and video
projects that explore the sovereignty of the non-human
world, inspired by the many global movements that are
campaigning to have Nature recognised as a Living Entity.
The exhibition will also be a place of knowledge sharing from
multiple voices, where viewers can learn how to become
engaged activists in the fight to give Rights to Nature. A
symposium, ‘No Man’s Land: Art & The Rights of Nature’,
tomorrow (Friday 24th June) will bring together a panel of
artists and environmental activists to discuss the relationship
between nature and the law.
https://www.burrencollege.ie/burren-annual-exhibition-nomans-land/

HERBICIDE USE BY COUNTY
COUNCILS
4th July: The Irish Environmental Network (IEN) is inviting
you to its next Zoom meet-up on Monday 4th July at 7pm.
This will be an open dialogue to create a document that can
be used in writing a motion on herbicide use for Strategic
Policy Committees (SPCs), with focus on how best to
approach raising motions in general at SPCs, and some
discussion on the challenges of reducing herbicide use by
councils. This meet-up will have no guest speaker as they will
concentrate on pooling resources and knowledge into a
document that can be used to build a motion. We will use a
shared document to capture these thoughts, and circulate it
afterwards. You can register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkdeuvqD8oGt0
XVVU0K4BAqteCs5w7JNiL

NATIONAL HERITAGE WEEK
13th-21st August: Planning is underway for National Heritage
Week 2022, which will run from 13th to 21st August.
Organised by the Heritage Council, it has become one of
Ireland's largest cultural events and is open to individuals,
families, communities and organisations. This year's theme is
'Sustainable Heritage & Biodiversity'. Also, this year Water
Heritage Day falls on Sunday 21st August. If you wish to
organise an event this year in Clare for Heritage Week
please contact the Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO), which is an official partner of National Heritage
Week. LAWPRO can make limited funding support available
to community groups who wish to organise and stage events
focused on water and biodiversity throughout Heritage Week.
For more information.
https://www.heritageweek.ie/get-involved/webinars-fororganisers

RETURN FOR CHANGE SCHEME
Environmental group, VOICE Ireland, is looking for groups to
get involved in 'Return for Change’, their awareness
campaign about the Deposit Return Scheme for used drinks
containers. The Separate Collections (Deposit Return
Scheme) Regulations 2021 are due to come into effect in the
next year. You can help spread the word by: letting your staff
and members know about the scheme; becoming a
recognised Partner with the 'Return For Change' campaign;
helping VOICE Ireland host a 'Return for Change' event.
Please email Colin for more information at:
colin@returnforchange.org or visit the 'Return for Change'
website. https://returnforchange.org/

PROTECT OUR DUNES CAMPAIGN
Damage to our sand dunes is evident all around the coast
and the Protect Our Dunes public awareness campaign aims
to highlight the importance and fragility of these natural
coastal protections and important habitats. The Climate
Action Regional Offices in collaboration with local authorities,
NUI Galway, Leave No Trace, Clean Coasts, Green Schools
and the Dublin Bay Biosphere are running a public
awareness campaign over the summer months to highlight
the importance and fragility of sand dune systems as natural
coastal protection and important habitats. The campaign will
be launched on Saturday 25th June as part of World Sand
Dune Day. They are asking for your support in helping
promote this awareness campaign. More information on the
CARO website:
https://www.caro.ie/projects-research/campaigns/sand-dune

GOOD GOVERNANCE AWARDS
The Good Governance Awards recognise and encourage
adherence to responsible governance by non-profit
organisations in Ireland. Awards are made based on the
quality of an organisation's annual report and financial
statements. The Awards are again encouraging entries from
sporting bodies and, in particular, from smaller, volunteer-run
non-profits. The awards are open to any Irish non-profit
organisation with a social objective. The welcome
applications from all areas.
https://goodgovernanceawards.ie/submit-entry/

CONSULTATIONS
PUBLIC LIBRARIES STRATEGY
Deadline 9th July: Have your say on Ireland’s library service.
A new public library strategy for Ireland is being developed to
meet a range of new challenges and emerging opportunities.
The ambition is to collaborate on forming a positive, inclusive
vision for public libraries that can transform services,
buildings and resources. The new strategy will help to shape
our public library service for the next five years and we want
to hear everybody’s views and ideas. To share your views,
please complete the questionnaire at this link:
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/IrelandPublicLibraries2
022

NATIONAL PAY & BENEFITS
SURVEY
This important survey aims to develop a comprehensive
overview of pay and benefits in the Irish non-profit sector.
95%+ of organisations surveyed this year said this data
would be valuable to them, so The Wheel is asking for your
support to collect it and make it available to you. The report
will assist boards, policymakers, managers and staff to
understand current trends and practices in relation to pay
and conditions of employment in the sector. This survey is
coordinated by The Wheel with the support of The
Community Foundation for Ireland. Take the survey here:
https://survey.sogosurvey.com/survey1.aspx?
k=RRsRTWVRTsTsPsPsP&lang=0&Uid=994805679
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the future.

Clonroad Business Park,
Ennis, Co Clare
V95 N62T
Tel: 087 1617375
Email: sarah@clareppn.ie

2021 © All Rights Reserved

