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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clare PPN is a network of 342 community & voluntary, environmental and
social inclusion groups from Clare. Clare PPN has three ‘Colleges’ which
gather the member groups in terms of their interests and activities – these are
environmental college, social inclusion college and community and voluntary
college. Clare PPN exists to facilitate the formal participation by the community sector in Clare County Council's decision-making structures and to serve
as a support and information sharing network for the Community and Voluntary Sector in Clare. It is funded jointly by the Department of Rural and Community Development and Clare County Council but is autonomous and its
activities are directed by its members through an elected secretariat. Clare
PPN’s website is www.clareppn.ie and we are on Twitter @clare_ppn and facebook.com/clareppn/
Clare Environmental Network (CEN) is both a member group of Clare PPN
and a network of environmental groups, individuals and organisations in the
County. It exists to facilitate those working on diverse aspects of Climate and
Biodiversity Emergency mitigation, environmental sustainability, biodiversity
enhancement, sustainable farming and tourism to communicate and collaborate with each other.
This submission was compiled in consultation with Clare PPN Environmental
College and Clare Environmental Network and represents the views of those
who participated in the PPN’s meetings, consultations and calls for input.
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During 2020 and 2021 Clare PPN conducted a series of consultations with
our member groups to develop ‘Wellbeing Vision Statements for Clare and
each of its municipal districts. The key themes of our Wellbeing Vision Statements inform this submission. The statements can be read here: Wellbeing
Statements | Clare PPN
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reading this document:
This document is laid out in two parts: Part One contains a new submission
in response to the Draft County Development Plan 2023 – 2022. Part Two is
a re-submission of our previous observations which were made at the predraft stage but which have not found expression in the current draft and
which we request are now reconsidered by Clare County Council’s planners.
In November 2020 Clare PPN and Clare Environmental Network (CEN) made
a very comprehensive submission to Clare County Council, into the pre-drafting of the County Development Plan. That submission to the pre-development
of the Draft County Development Plan set out the chief areas of concern for
Clare PPN’s Environmental groups along with the individuals within CEN. The
issues raised remain largely unaddressed in the Draft County Development
Plan 2023 – 2029 and so they are re-submitted here for consideration as
amendments to the draft County Development Plan.
Part 1:
Introduction
We welcome this opportunity to provide input on the draft of the County Development Plan 2023-2029 (CDP). This submission draws from ongoing consultation between Clare PPN’s Environmental College and CEN, including the
aforementioned workshop in November 2020 and a meeting of these groups
in January 2022 and a further meeting on March 10th.

During the relatively short period that Clare County Council has been drafting
the Clare CDP 2023-2029, the global and national contexts in relation to the
climate crisis have shifted significantly.
In February 2022, the latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) issued its starkest warning yet on the threat of severe
climate breakdown. This document, the second of four parts of the IPCC’s
Sixth Assessment report, warns that 3.3–3.6 billion people – or half of the
world’s people – are “highly vulnerable” to serious impacts from the climate
crisis; a billion people in coastal areas face inundation; mass die-offs of species including trees and coral have already begun; and close to a tenth of the
world’s farmland is set to become unsuitable for agriculture.
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The authors make clear that climate change is already causing dangerous and
widespread disruption to human well-being and the health of the planet and
that exceeding 1.5 degrees Celsius of warming over pre-industrial levels will
result in unavoidable extreme impacts. The report shortens the timelines relating to the action required to prevent the most catastrophic climate breakdown.
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
António Guterres, the UN secretary general, said: “I have seen many scientific
reports in my time, but nothing like this. Today’s IPCC report is an atlas of
human suffering, and a damning indictment of failed climate leadership.”
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1112852
The IPCC report reiterates the need for decisive, systemic climate action from
national and local governments, concluding that: “The cumulative scientific
evidence is unequivocal: Climate change is a threat to human well-being and
planetary health. Any further delay in concerted anticipatory global action on
adaptation and mitigation will miss a brief and rapidly closing window of opportunity to secure a liveable and sustainable future for all.”
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/resources/press/press-release/
In December 2021, scientists warned that the Thwaites Glacier in Antarctica
is likely to break apart in the next five years. The glacier, which is approximately the size of Britain, contains enough water on its own to raise sea levels
worldwide by more than half a metre. Satellite studies reveal that it is melting
at a much faster rate than was the case in the 1990s.
https://www.science.org/content/article/ice-shelf-holding-back-keystoneantarctic-glacier-within-years-failure
Here in Ireland, the Dáil declared a Climate Emergency in May 2019. In September 2021, amendments to the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 came into force, requiring the development of five-year carbon
budgets that provide for a reduction of 51% in annual GHG emissions by 2030
compared to 2018. This 2030 deadline will occur one year after the time period
to which this County Development Plan applies.
The Draft Clare County Development Plan (CDP) 2023-2029 acknowledges the
climate emergency and, in Goal I in ‘Chapter 1 Introduction and Vision’ (page
11), aspires to making Clare “a county that is resilient to climate change,
plans for and adapts to climate change and flood risk, is the national leader
in renewable energy generation, facilitates a low carbon future, supports en-
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ergy efficiency and conservation and enables the decarbonisation of our lifestyles and economy.” Also on page 11, the ‘Vision for County Clare’, envisages
the county as “a national leader in climate action”.

Clare PPN/CEN welcomes the priority given to climate and climate action here
and also the inclusion of an entire chapter on climate action for the first time
in the Clare County Development Plan. However, these are rendered meaningless by certain other objectives within this Plan, especially the commitment
to build a huge data centre near Ennis that includes what is effectively a large
gas-burning power station and which would result in a significant rise in Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions.
Similarly, CDP Objective 11.46 includes facilitating the “expansion of the Natural Gas infrastructure throughout the County”, which also runs counter to
the goals and objectives of climate action and decarbonisation.
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021
a3221.pdf (oireachtas.ie) states (16) that Local Authorities shall when making development plans, take account of their Climate Action Plans. CPPN/CEN note
that as yet, Climate Action Plans have not been completed by Local Authorities, however Clare County Council will be obliged to complete such a plan
through public consultation including with the PPNs. According to the schedule detailed in the above named act, local authorities should have a completed
Climate Action Plan in place by February 2023. Clare PPN/ CEN consider
that this Draft CDP in particular in its support for the expansion of fossil fuel
technology will either not be compatible with Clare Co Co’s Climate Action
Plan or that Clare Co Co’s Climate Action Plan will not be compatible with the
national long term climate action strategy. In the following sections we set out
some means of addressing this:
Ennis Data Centre
Development Plan Objective CDP6.27 is:
“To facilitate and support the development of a data centre on the Enterprise zoned lands (ENT 3) at Toureen Ennis subject to normal planning
considerations and the implementation of the findings of the SEA and AA
associated with this Plan.”
Clare PPN/CEN notes that for the past several years, the proposed data centre
has been heavily promoted and advocated for by Clare County Council including in its , which took the unusual step of amending the existing Clare County
Development Plan 2017-2023 to incorporate the proposed facility and rezone
the necessary lands. In the interim it has become clear that for reasons of
carbon emissions, energy security and sustainable local development that a
project of the size and scale proposed which is reliant on fossil fuels is contrary to the interests and wellbeing of the people of Clare.
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The proposal is utterly incompatible with several Objectives and Goals within
the Draft CDP 2023-2029, including:
• Development Plan Objective CDP2.14, “to facilitate measures which will
accelerate the transition to a low carbon economy and a circular economy…”; “to support the development of enterprises that create and employ
green technologies and to promote County Clare as a Low Carbon
County…”; “to facilitate the development of energy sources which will
achieve low carbon output.”

• 2.7.3 Decarbonisation Zone – Goal I: “A county that is resilient to climate
change, plans for and adapts to climate change and flood risk, is the national leader in renewable energy generation, facilitates a low carbon future, supports energy efficiency and conservation and enables the decarbonisation of our lifestyles and economy.”
The proposed data centre is also not in compliance with the goals of the Clare
Local Economic and Community Plan or the Clare Renewable Energy Strategy, concerning the need to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions.
The proposed data centre would:
• significantly increase Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions, both through
the burning of fossil gas on site to generate electricity and through the
huge consumption of electricity from the national grid;
• increase the risk of electricity blackouts nationally due to this extra
strain on the grid;
• increase Ireland’s reliance on imported gas, at a time when global
events clearly demonstrate an urgent need to reduce our dependence on
imported fossil fuels;
• divert huge volumes of treated water away from domestic and other
users in Clare.
According to details set out in the planning application for the facility, which
was lodged with Clare County Council in July 2021, it would involve:
• an electricity load of 200MW, the equivalent electricity consumption of
all the homes in Clare, Limerick and Kerry combined;
• huge gas turbines generating 120MW of electricity – effectively a large
fossil fuel-burning power station within the data centre;
• a draw of 80MW of electricity from the national grid;
• the consumption of up to 1,000,000 litres of treated water per day in
hot weather.
https://www.eplanning.ie/ClareCC/AppFileRefDetails/21757/0
In September 2021, the Council responded to the developer, with a Request
for Further Information (RFI). This RFI, among other suggestions, noted that
excess heat from the proposal “may provide an opportunity for the provision
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of a district heating system” for the local area. While this is a useful suggestion, and while it is important to avail of any opportunity to use excess heat
from new industrial facilities for district heating, this modification to the proposal would represent only a relatively minor tweaking of the overall climate
impact of this data centre.
The Council’s response did not challenge the fundamental problems posed by
the proposed data centre, namely that it will, if built, result in a dramatic
increase in the burning of fossil fuels and an increase in Ireland’s greenhouse
gas emissions; cause significant air pollution in the local area; and will consume vast quantities of treated water – an increasingly scarce resource.

A very strong case has been made for banning new data centres in Ireland, on
grounds of climate, energy security, pollution and water scarcity. Most recently, on March 10th, 2022, in response to the energy crisis exacerbated by
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the highly respected MaREI centre at University College Cork published ‘10 actions that will reduce Ireland’s use of
fossil fuels by 10% a year’. One of these actions is to ‘Pause New Connections
on Data Centres’, which would reduce Ireland’s dependence on imported fossil
fuels by the equivalent of 750,000 barrels of oil per year.
https://www.marei.ie/10-actions-that-will-reduce-irelands-use-of-fossilfuels/
Clare PPN/CEN also regard it as problematic that Clare County Council is
simultaneously a promoter of the proposed data centre and also the planning
authority which will decide whether to grant planning permission to the data
centre.
• Clare PPN/CEN request that:
· all commitments to build, promote or support data centres in Co Clare
should be removed from the CDP 2023-2029;
· the CDP 2023-2029 should stipulate that no new industrial developments that increase the burning of fossil fuels be permitted in Clare;
· no developments should be allowed that will result in a significant increase in consumption of electricity/fossil fuels.
Fossil fuel infrastructure
Climate scientists, including the IPCC, have warned that humanity must rapidly shift away from burning fossil fuels – including fossil gas – in order to
avert catastrophic climate breakdown.
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
Clare PPN/CEN notes that CDP Objective 11.46 includes:
“To facilitate the delivery and expansion of the Natural Gas infrastructure
throughout the County for both domestic and business/industry use…”
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This objective is counter-productive to the requirement to reduce fossil-fuel
burning and runs counter to the objectives set out elsewhere in the Draft CDP
2023-2029, including: “To facilitate measures which will accelerate the transition to a low carbon economy” (CDP Objective 2.14); and to “facilitate a low
carbon future…” and “enable the decarbonisation of our lifestyles and economy…” (Goal I, on page 11).
Clare PPN/CEN request:
· the removal of CDP Objective 11.46;
· the inclusion in the CDP 2023-2029 of a commitment to ban all new
investment in fossil fuels or in fossil fuel infrastructure.

Fracking
Clare PPN/CEN notes that Objective CDP 8.13 is:
“To require the application of the precautionary principle to Unconventional
Oil/Gas Exploration and Extraction (UGEE) projects/operations proposed
within the County subject to the requirements of CDP Objective 3.1.”
• Clare PPN/CEN considers that this requirement does not go far enough and
requests that, in light of the fact that UGEE – also known as hydraulic fracturing or fracking – has been banned by law in the Republic of Ireland since
2017, the Clare CDP 2023-2029 should:
· be more explicit in stating that such activity should not be allowed in
Clare under any circumstances;
· include a commitment that no gas produced via hydraulic fracturing
shall be imported and no planning permission will be granted in Co Clare
to any projects seeking to import such gas.
Marine Protected Areas:
Clare PPN notes under the current programme for government that Ireland is
committed to increasing its ‘Marine Protected Areas’ from the current 2.13 %
of Ireland’s total maritime area to 30% by 2030. Given that this County Development Plan runs to 2029 we would like to see this internationally agreed
target which is detailed in the EU Biodiversity Strategy and the EU Marine
Strategy Framework Directive referenced in the County Development Plan at
every stage where offshore energy projects, seaweed harvesting, commercial
fishing, sea and shore based tourism and any sea bed extractive projects are
mooted. Futher to this we would like to see Clare County Council adopt and
include the following definition of Marine Protected Areas as recommended by
the Government’s advisory group:
‘A geographically defined area of marine character or influence which is protected through legal means for the purpose of conservation of specified species, habitats or ecosystems and their associated ecosystem services and cultural values, and managed with the intention of achieving stated objectives
over the long term.’
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gov.ie - Expanding Ireland’s Marine Protected Area Network (www.gov.ie)

Just Transition
The concept of a Just Transition, which was included in Ireland’s Climate Law
enacted in 2021, refers to ensuring that the transition to a low-carbon society
and economy is inclusive, protects jobs and communities and delivers new
opportunities for all. Just Transition is an essential part of building and sustaining public support for vital climate action.
Clare PPN/CEN notes that the Draft Clare CDP 2023-2029 contains very few
references to a Just Transition.
• Clare PPN/CEN request that the CDP 2023-2029 should include:
· A commitment to ensure a Just Transition for workers and communities
across Clare;
· A commitment regarding Moneypoint power station to work with all resources available to Clare Co Council for a Just Transition for those who
work there.
Clare PPN further note that Clare residents are particularly affected by
measures to reduce carbon emissions in comparison to other counties- the
dependency on cars or vans for transport is more than 10% higher than the
national average and the dependency on oil fired central heating almost 20%
higher than average. To facilitate a just transition these factors will need to
be taken into account. Carbon taxes and increasing prices for oil and gas are
likely to exacerbate these existing inequalities in the county and measures
and plans to mitigate the effects of this including through retrofitting and
provision of public transport are immediately necessary.
Mining
Objective CDP 8.14 is:
“To promote the extraction of minerals and aggregates and their associated processes where such activities do not have a significant negative
impact on the environment, landscape, public health, archaeology or residential amenities of the receiving environment…”
Mining for precious metals is among the most destructive industries in the
world. “Such activities” invariably do have “a significant negative impact on”
any or all of “the environment, landscape, public health, archaeology or residential amenities of the receiving environment.”
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Mining displaces communities, contaminates drinking water, scars the landscape, has a negative impact on small-scale farming, fishing and eco-tourism
and often poses a threat to existing employment in the area. Mining is associated with the largest amount of toxic waste produced by any industry, which
can cause severe ecological damage and pose threats to surrounding communities. Chemicals used include mercury and cyanide. Mining is also a significant emitter of greenhouse gases.
https://corporatewatch.org/resistingthegoldrush/
https://earthworks.org/issues/mining/
Clare PPN/CEN notes with alarm that an application made in late 2021 to the
Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications by Minco Ireland Ltd for a prospecting licence (1543/ PLA 3788 – for Base Metals, Barytes,
Gold and Silver in the Tulla area of Co Clare) covered an area that included
three Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), a Special Protection Area (SPA)
and three Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs).
• Clare PPN/CEN request:
· the removal of Objective 8.14 from the CDP 2023-2029;
· the inclusion of a commitment not to permit mining in Co Clare.
Retrofitting
Reducing energy consumption through energy efficiency is a key element of
effective climate action, as outlined, for example, in the Climate Action Plan
2021.
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/
Clare PPN/CEN welcomes the inclusion of supporting “energy efficiency” in
Goal I of the Draft CDP 2023-2029 (page 11). However, there is a disappointing lack of measures to support and facilitate retrofitting in the Draft CDP.
Retrofitting of buildings is a crucial tool in improving energy efficiency. The
Southern Regional Assembly RSES (RPO 160 Future proofing and Retrofitting)
strongly supports the retrofitting or improvement in energy efficiency of all
residential, public, industrial and agricultural building stock.
• Clare PPN/CEN request that the CDP 2023-2029 include:
· Measurable targets for retrofitting work on Clare County Council’s own
buildings.
· A commitment to seek any available funding to make retrofitting of
houses accessible to those at lower income levels. Grant schemes currently available are only relevant if a person has sufficient wealth or access to credit to avail of them in the first place. CPPN/CEN considers
that as part of the Local Authority’s ambitions to boost employment, to
cut carbon emissions and improve air quality that a fully subsidised Local Authority-led scheme for retrofitting of houses could be viable.
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Rights of Nature
Member groups of Clare PPN’s Environmental College have proposed that
Clare PPN’s actions be guided by a ‘Rights of Nature’ (RoN) approach. The RoN
approach proposes a way to rethink our relationship with nature, in which
humans are connected to and dependent on the natural environment and in
which both humans and nature have equal and intrinsic rights to exist, regenerate, evolve and thrive. The RoN approach aims to provide guarantees for
the protection of life on earth through our current legal and political system.
In 2021 local authorities in Donegal, Derry, Fermanagh and Tyrone adopted
pioneering motions recognising the Rights of Nature.
Clare PPN/CEN recommend that Clare County Council also adopts a Rights
of Nature approach and that this be enshrined in the Clare CDP 2023-2029.
Many of Clare County Council’s rural and economic development strategies
would benefit from this approach being taken, in particular in relation to tourism, well-being and recreation.
Addressing the climate and biodiversity emergencies and achieving sustainable rural development are key goals for Clare County Council. Taking a RoN
approach will futureproof the Clare CDP 2023-2029 and will help Clare
County Council to be at the forefront of sustainable development, climate action and climate adaptation. This approach will also help to shift from the
Council’s current extractive approach to our environment to more of a custodianship approach that can create a circular, sustainable, regenerative economy and society.
Part One Conclusion
In light of the dire warnings from climate scientists about what exceeding 1.5
degrees of warming compared to pre-industrial levels would mean for life on
earth, warnings that have been made yet more explicit in the latest IPCC report, it is vital that Clare Council does everything possible to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to help communities prepare for, adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change and biodiversity loss.
Clare must play its role in the hugely challenging task set out in Ireland’s
Climate Action Plan. Despite its stated commitment to climate action and decarbonisation, as currently drafted, the Clare CDP 2023-2029 does not meet
the government objective to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 51% by
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2030. As illustrated by some of the issues raised in this submission, the Draft
Clare CDP takes an extractive and exploitative approach to our environment
and natural resources.

The Sustainable Development Goals
In September 2015, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was
adopted by all 193 Members States of the UN. This framework is made up of
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which cover the social, economic
and environmental requirements for a sustainable future.
Clare PPN’s Strategic Plan 2022-2026 is informed by the Strategic Development Goals and we would like to remind local and national governmental bodies of their social, economic and environmental obligations withing this framework which has been adopted by Ireland.
Wedding Cake Model
of SDGs showing the
Biosphere as the
foundation of both
society and economy.

Within the context of this environmental submission to the Draft County Development Plan, Clare PPN believes that the biosphere Goals are the foundation of a sustainable economic and societal future for all and must be implemented and referenced throughout the Plan.
Part 2:
Please note that what follows hereunder is a resubmission of Clare PPN/CEN’s
Submission to the pre-draft stage of the County Development Plan 2023 –
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2029. We request that further consideration is given to these recommendations and note that all indications since November 2020 have indicated that
our submission was informed, accurate and pertinent then and even more-so
now:

This
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

submission is informed by the following policy or strategy documents:
Climate Action Bill 2020
Clare Co Co Strategic Issues Paper
Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy for the Southern Region
National Planning Framework
Project Ireland 2040
National Development Plan 2018-2027
Clare Co Co LECP 2016-2021
Clare Co Co Climate Adaptation Strategy

Contents General Submission
1. Vision Statement
2. Energy
3. Air Pollution and Waste
4. Community Resilience, Health and Education
5. Water Quality, Flooding and the Marine
6. Travel, Transport and Housing
7. Biodiversity, Land Use, Soil Health, Food Security & Production
8. Work & Economy
General Submission
CPPN/CEN recommend that Clare Co Co use up-to-date, existing sources to
conduct, commission or compile inventories or audits of the following in advance of adopting the CDP 2023-2029:
• Land use and ownership
• Forestry and tree audit
• Biodiversity audit including listing of vulnerable protected areas
• Water catchment and water bodies audit
• Air quality audit – and information on pollutants
• Energy efficiency audit of Co Clare’s private and public housing stock
• Energy efficiency audit of all industrial, commercial and publicly owned
buildings in Clare
• Soil type and quality audit
• Food security audit
Clare PPN/CEN would like to request on behalf of those consulted that the
following general actions are taken as part of the CDP 2023-2029 process.
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a) Clare Co Co, in line with national government, should declare and use the
terms ‘Climate and Biodiversity Emergencies’. Our environmental member
groups, Clare Environmental Network and the individuals who attended our
consultation workshop are concerned that Clare Co Co policy documents do
not adequately reflect the seriousness of the situation we are in. Clare PPN
calls on Clare Co Co to declare a climate and biodiversity emergency and to
use that wording in this County Development Plan.
b) Biodiversity – include in the CDP 2023-2029 a definition of biodiversity and
ensure that where it is referenced a full understanding of the importance of
biodiversity for human existence and sustaining life on earth is taken into
consideration. We note that biodiversity is most frequently referred to in Clare
Co Co documents as relating to tourism or amenity value or in connection
with built heritage – this misrepresents the seriousness of the consequences
of biodiversity loss and we would like to see this corrected in all documents
and fed through to the actions of Clare Co Co.
c) Clare PPN calls for Clare Co Co to establish and fully staff a Climate and
Biodiversity Action Directorate. This ‘Directorate’ will need to be resourced
and staffed with people with the competencies to commission or carry out
audits of land usage, marine area usage, biodiversity, soil, water & air quality,
energy and emissions for the county and following these audits, consult
widely and draw up plans for the usage, conservation and/or development of
each in line with the forthcoming Climate Action Bill. Clare Co Co has correctly noted in previous responses to Clare PPN that Climate Change is a
cross-cutting concern which is relevant to the work of each of its four existing
directorates (Rural Development, Social Development, Economic Development, Physical Development). However, our members note that this approach
means there is no directorate or staff team dedicated to climate action and
the protection and restoration of biodiversity.
CPPN/CEN have made a submission to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on
Climate Action requesting that funding for the above be ring-fenced and provided to each Local Authority. Our members note that, at a minimum, four
full-time staff would be needed to provide such a directorate in our Local Authority, with one being at a minimum of a Local Authority Grade 8 (Senior
Executive Officer). CPPN/CEN further recommends that at least one full time
person in these new directorates would be tasked with community engagement and with ensuring opportunities for effective and timely participation in
environmental planning are promoted and supported.
d) Clare PPN requests that a biodiversity officer be appointed in a full-time
permanent role to ensure that awareness of the importance of protecting biodiversity is mainstreamed and incorporated into all policies and actions and
that they are available to provide training and research on the subject. e) Clare
PPN calls for the establishment of a Climate Change and Biodiversity Strategic
Policy Committee which will work to help inform strategy and to advise on
environmental sustainability issues in general as well as informing the creation of the Local Authority Climate Action Plan.
13

1. Vision Statement
Clare PPN proposes the following vision statement for the CDP 2023-2029.
This proposal was gathered from the key concerns and hopes expressed by
the following groups of PPN stakeholders: the Environmental College and
Clare Environmental Network, Clare PPN Social Inclusion College, 156 individual respondents to Clare PPN’s Wellbeing Vision Survey, 34 representatives
of member groups who participated in Clare PPN’s Municipal District Meetings, 21 member group representatives who gave views at Clare PPN’s County
Plenary Meeting and the Clare PPN Secretariat.
‘The Vision for County Clare 2023-2029’ A county that values, protects and
restores its unique landscape, environment and biodiversity, where sustainable livelihoods are prioritised for this and future generations and where citizens, migrants, ethnic minorities and people of all abilities, age groups and
genders are able to reach their potential in an atmosphere of support, respect
and inclusion, and where Local Government is open, transparent, accountable and committed to reducing poverty and marginalisation within the
County; our vision is for a County to be part of and a County to be proud of.
2. Energy
A. CPPN/CEN note the reduced use of Moneypoint in 2019 and its contribution to reducing overall carbon emissions. CPPN/CEN note the following from
the Southern Assembly RSES: ‘’the conversion of Moneypoint electricity station by 2025 from burning fossil fuels as part of the transition to a low-carbon
and climateresilient society. The RSES recognises the importance of Moneypoint as producer of 25% of national energy and its potential as a deep water
port.’’ We call for CDP 2023-2029 to note this commitment to ending fossil
fuel burning at Moneypoint and to commit to working with all resources available to Clare Co Co for a ‘just transition’ for those who work there. CPPN/CEN
notes that, although a Taskforce was set up in the County to help oversee the
transition, this Taskforce has not yet met (as of September 2020). CPPN/CEN
note the efforts made by West Clare Municipal District Councillors to promote
Sustainable Energy Communities and ask the Local Authority to lend its
weight and resources to this and similar initiatives which seek to ensure that
there will be sustainable employment opportunities for those affected by the
closure.
B. CPPN/CEN request that the 2023-2029 CDP includes a statement saying
there will be no new investment in fossil fuels or in fossil fuel infrastructure.
They further request that Ireland’s commitment to banning fracking be repeated in this CDP but with an additional commitment that ‘no shale or
fracked gas’ shall be imported and no planning permission will be granted in
Clare to any projects seeking to import such gas. CPPN/CEN note that lapsed
planning permission for the proposed Shannon LNG terminal was quashed in
the High Court on November 10th, however we would like to see a commitment by the Local Authority made in the CDP that it will object to any future
such planning applications for the Shannon Estuary. CPPN/CEN note that
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such a commitment would be in line with the current Programme for Government which has said the development of such terminals does not ‘make sense’
as Ireland moves towards carbon neutrality.
C. CPPN/CEN request that the CDP 2023 -2029 includes commitments to
collaborate with industry, construction and education providers to develop
apprenticeship schemes in the County which would aim at the ‘green economy’. These could include apprenticeship programmes targeted at ensuring
Clare has an available workforce skilled in retrofitting, solar panel installation, biomass energy production, wetland sewage systems and willow production. CPPN/CEN would like to see such apprenticeship schemes targeted at
communities where there is underemployment.
D. CPPN/CEN recommends that the CDP 2023-2029 should include goals
and a commitment to support community micro-generation of energy and to
support and resource communities in skills needed to maintain community
ownership and management of these energy projects.
E. CPPN/CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 detail a commitment to the
use of substations and decentralised energy generation to avoid energy loss
during or as a result of transport.
F. CPPN/CEN note that the Southern Regional Assembly RSES (RPO 160 future proofing and retrofitting) strongly supports the retrofitting or improvement in energy efficiency of all residential, public, industrial, and agricultural
building stock. CPPN/CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 includes measurable targets for such work on the Local Authority’s own buildings and a
commitment to seek any available funding to make retrofitting of houses accessible to those at lower income levels. Grant schemes currently available
are only relevant if a person has sufficient wealth or access to credit to avail
of them in the first place. CPPN/CEN considers that as part of the Local Authority’s ambitions to boost employment, to cut carbon emissions and improve air quality that a fully subsidised Local Authority-led scheme for retrofitting of houses could be viable.
G. CPPN/CEN note the considerable issues with the release of methane from
agricultural practices in Ireland including in Clare and request that the CDP
2022- 2028 include a commitment to research, support and pilot projects in
anaerobic digestion in the short term as detailed in the Clare Renewable Energy Strategy 2017-2023.
H. These projects should be done with open, participative community consultation and on brownfield sites where environmental impact will be lowest.
I. Clare PPN/ CEN note considerable discontent amongst its membership at
the manner in which Wind Energy projects are being rolled out in Clare, we
request that the CDP 2023-2029 would require all such private operators or
State-led projects in wind, offshore wind and wave, solar energy, anaerobic or
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biomass energy production to consult widely with communities and to demonstrate how they have done so and how they have addressed concerns effectively in advance of any permission being granted. CPPN/CEN note that the
failure to undertake proper environmental planning has resulted in fines of
€5 million to date at nearby Derrybrien in South Galway.

J. CPPN/CEN request that the CDP 2023-2029 would specifically address the
proposals for data centres in Clare given that this is one of the LA’s strategic
objectives. CPPN/CEN requests that this CDP 2023-2029 commits to conducting a cost benefit analysis on whether or not seeking tenants to establish
data centres in Clare is in fact the best use of land and resources for a sustainable future. We note that the possibility of the data centre/data centres
functioning as ‘economic drivers’ and providing employment are the chief reasons put forward for pursuing this goal by the Local Authority. CPPN/CEN
would like their capacity to fulfil these functions to be demonstrated in evidence before such projects go ahead. CPPN/CEN further note that data centres have an extremely high energy consumption footprint and as such will
impact on Clare’s Carbon Budget, and on the environment.
CPPN/CEN would like there to be conditions attached to any such planning
which would mandate that a data centre must generate its own electricity, be
carbon neutral, and include in its plans a commitment to redistribute the
heat resources generated for local use.
K. CPPN/CEN consider that there is a necessity for more focus on educational
initiatives around energy generation and usage in the county and would like
to see commitments included in the CDP for information sharing events and
roadshows on providing for the future energy needs of the county. CPPN/CEN
note and commend Clare Co Co for its recent Local Authority Housing Information Events. We consider that there is huge opportunity and necessity for
public engagement, information sharing, consultation and participatory decision making and that these approaches should become the bedrock on which
ambitious plans for Clare are built.
L. Clare PPN/CEN note that there may be possibilities for energy generation
from biomass, and solutions to issues with sewage treatment through the use
of wetland willow sewage systems. CPPN/CEN would like to see studies of and
pilot projects of such systems commissioned, trialled and reported on by the
Local Authority. We seek a commitment to this in the CDP.
3. Air Pollution and Waste
A. As noted under 2. Energy, CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment
regarding Moneypoint to prioritise immediately a just transition for the workers, and should include a requirement for Moneypoint to immediately cease
coal burning, should it not already have done so by the date of adoption of
CDP 2023- 2029.
B. CDP 2023-2029 should include a provision indicating that Clare Co Co will
object or propose amendments to plans or existing infrastructure or industry
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in neighbouring areas where it is likely or possible that there will be a detrimental effect in Clare, e.g. Irish Cement/Aughinish Alumina.
C. As noted under 5. Travel, Transport, Housing, CPPN/CEN recommend the
establishment of a Local Transport Taskforce.
D. Shannon Airport should be restricted to civilian flights only. War is a chief
contributor to CO2 emissions and in particular the US Military is the largest
institutional consumer of oil in the world. CDP 2023-2029 should commit to
sourcing other forms of funding for Shannon International Airport as a strategic transport asset in the region and should be cognisant of the fact that
continued extensive military use of the airport impacts on Ireland’s carbon
emissions and our subsequent obligatory purchase of carbon credits at a cost
to the taxpayer.
E. CDP 2023-2029 should introduce proper transparent measures to monitor
air quality and report publicly on this on a six-monthly basis. For example,
there are increasing reports from Clare residents of airborne red toxic waste
dust blowing over the county from the Alumina plant at Aughinish. The waste
is a significant health hazard when it is breathed in – or enters water supplies.
F. As noted under 1. Energy, CPPN/CEN Call on the Local Authority to ensure
CDP 2023-2029 make a commitment to ambitious schemes to ensure retrofitting of public, industrial and residential buildings.
G. CDP 2023-2029 should seek to expand the existing ‘bike to work’ schemes
to include electric bicycles and other transport technologies which would reduce the use of privately owned cars. Whilst this is a national programme,
our group members saw opportunities for this to be piloted at a local level,
particularly in line with plans for extensive greenways and cycle-ways in the
County.
H. CPPN/CEN would like to see CDP 2023-2029 make significant commitments in terms of waste reduction and management. Some members noted
that they would like to see the LA take waste services back into direct operation by Local Authorities. It should be noted that whilst this option was suggested by several people at our workshop, the opposing view was also put
forward by one individual who wished to see the current system with private
operators properly regulated and with suppliers tendering for complete
‘routes’ rather than the current situation of several companies collecting in
one area.
I. CPPN/CEN recommends that the LA undertake a county wide programme
of provision of well managed compost bins in public areas. This programme
should include promotion and training in their use and management. Clare
Co Co has the ability to lead the way in this regard and such a project would
have a variety of benefits in minimising waste and methane emissions, in
supplying organic fertiliser for council owned landscapes and in reducing the
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costs of waste disposal for householders. It would also provide employment
opportunities in the training, management and sale of compost should it be
rolled out successfully.

J. It is recommended that as part of a waste management programme under
CDP 2023-2029 that a Clare-specific report on “how waste is currently being
disposed of” by private operators and by the authority itself should be commissioned. This report will demonstrate whether opportunities exist to repurpose, recycle and minimise waste in County Clare and will establish whether
Clare Co Co or other operators can create the conditions for this to happen.
K. CDP 2023-2029 should commit to the publication in January each year of
a schedule of collections/ collection days for:
● Large household Items
● Paint/Chemicals/Hazardous/Waste
● Electrical Goods
The needs of communities living in poverty and without transport should be
taken into account in such plans.
L. CPPN/CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 include a commitment to roll
out ‘Zero Waste Strategies’ in the County and to seek buy in from State bodies,
industry, farmers and retail outlets. As part of the commitment to Zero Waste,
Clare Co Co could:
● Pilot an award scheme for Clare’s first zero-waste community.
● Begin to pilot and implement ‘Community Responsibility Plans’ for refuse
with communities being challenged and supported to produce zero waste.
● Commit Clare Co Co to the installation of public drinking water fountains/
bottle filling stations at convenient locations in all urban settlements and ensure that they are installed in all local authority buildings.
● Include a commitment by Clare Co Co to pilot compost toilets in national
park, forest and other outdoor amenity settings and lead by example. Work to
ensure that planning permission is available for use of compost toilets in suitable privately-owned premises or homes.
● Clare Co Co itself as part of zero waste could commit (post-Covid-19) to
using no plastic bottles/disposable coffee cups or food implements at any
Councilorganised event or in its day-to-day work.
M. Clare PPN and CEN both noted that as well as the health promotional
aspects associated with breastfeeding babies, that it is sustainable, reduces
dairy consumption and minimises energy use. Both organisations consider
that this should be noted and organisations who support women to breastfeed
should be supported. To our knowledge La Leche League, which is hosted in
Clare by Clare Women’s Network, is the only organisation offering support to
new mothers and we think initiatives to support those who choose to breastfeed should be mainstreamed and promoted by Clare Co Co. Clare PPN/CEN
recognise that breastfeeding is not possible or not the choice for some mothers
and this should be respected. We suggest that Clare Co Co should declare
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itself and all of its offices to be breastfeeding friendly zones in its CDP 20232029 and lead by example.

4. Community Resilience, Health and Wellbeing, Awareness Raising and
Education
A. CPPN/CEN note that CDP 2023-2029 should commit Clare Co Co to establish Community Emergency plans for each settlement area in the county. Following the Covid-19 response, CPPN/CEN suggest that the LA should lead on
drawing up such plans. These plans would include named volunteers in each
area who have agreed to take responsibility for certain aspects of the situation
and should include the provision of local access to emergency, food, water
and medical supplies, local access to shelter in a community or council owned
building in the event that front line services are unable to reach people. CDP
2023-2029 should include a commitment to plan, resource and train people
for this purpose immediately, particularly in areas deemed to be at severe risk
of flooding or other isolating events which may prevent access. It is envisaged
that these actions should make use of existing community groups and structures and text alert schemes/WhatsApp groups. The establishment of these
groups and structures would provide an opportunity for training in emergency
responses, first aid and sustainable practices to be rolled out simultaneously,
and CPPN/CEN consider this a valuable opportunity which should be taken
up by the local authority. CPPN/CEN also call for CDP 2023-2029 to include
an action, with the consent of those involved, to identify community members
who may be more vulnerable to such situations including Traveller community members in temporary dwellings, holiday makers in mobile homes, elderly or isolated communities and people with disabilities, and – with their
permission – to organise the addition of their names, addresses and contact
numbers to locally held emergency response plans. These lists should be updated regularly and can be restricted for emergency use only.
B. CEN/Clare PPN note that one of the impacts of the Climate and Biodiversity
Emergency is an increase in migration. It is extremely likely that internal displacement will be a feature of the Climate and Biodiversity Emergency within
County Clare and CDP 2023-2029 should include provisions to predict, monitor and plan for this. Secondly, the Climate and Biodiversity Emergency has
already increased migration from inhospitable parts of our planet: CDP 20232029 should include provisions for the speedy integration and support for
migrants into County Clare. Currently there are approximately 400 international protection applicants in Clare in either Direct Provision Centres or
emergency accommodation. It is in the interests of their human rights, as well
as to the benefit of the whole community and its resilience and cohesion that
these methods of accommodating migrants are changed and people are not
placed in institutional settings where they are excluded from proper integration with the community and the community does not have the benefits of
their skills and capacity. CPPN/CEN note firstly that the current Programme
for Government includes a commitment to end the practice of Direct Provision
accommodation for international protection applicants and secondly that the
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recently published Government commissioned Advisory Group ‘Catherine Report on Ending Direct Provision recommends a transfer of responsibility for
accommodating International Protection Applicants to Local Authorities by
2023. This CDP should take account of this in its resource planning.
C. CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments and actions to support communities with regard to rainwater harvesting and micro energy generation
with a view to increasing community resilience.
D. CDP 2023-2029 should include an explicit recognition that young people
are at the heart of campaigning for sustainable lifestyles and action on the
Climate and Biodiversity Emergency and a commitment to ensure that it establishes systems whereby their views, expertise and leadership are taken into
account in all actions. Clare PPN suggests that any new Climate and Biodiversity Emergency and Biodiversity Committee should have a portion of its
seats ring-fenced for secondary-school-aged young people or that it be required to set up processes to consult with them directly. This could be a pilot
project and it would help combat cynicism and put young people at the heart
of decision-making.
E. Clare PPN and CEN wish to see commitments in CDP 2023-2029 that climate breakdown becomes a mainstream issue and would like to see Clare Co
Co’s media personnel, its environmental officer and its heritage officer supported fully in publicising these issues through local media, www.clarecoco.ie
and social media.
F. Clare PPN and CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 includes a commitment to establishing a climate award scheme as part of its awareness raising
toolkit, where groups who have innovated or demonstrated exceptional sustainable practice can be nominated for an award and so creating publicity for
the practices as well as encouragement for groups.

5. Water Quality, Management, Flooding and Marine
A. CDP 2023-2029 should include provisions for local authority and community input in the strategic and environmentally sustainable management of
water resources in the County.
B. CPPN/CEN note the responsibility of Irish Water for some of the below
actions, however the protection of water sources in County Clare is of strategic
importance for the sustainable development of County Clare and is crucial on
a number of levels, from access to clean drinking water to the protection of
natural habitats and biodiversity, as well as amenity value and in the prevention of disease. CPPN/CEN would like to see CDP 2023-2029 include explicit
commitments to protect, restore and improve all inland and coastal waters,
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groundwaters and associated wetlands and to prevent any further deterioration as a result of any activities or developments undertaken or permitted by
Clare Co Co (as per EU Water Framework Directive).
C. CPPN/CEN commend the work of the Local Authority Water Community
Officers and note that these officers have both a large remit and large territories to cover. We suggest that their work would be hugely supported by the
establishment of a Climate and Biodiversity Action Directorate in each Local
Authority Area with whom they could work closely.
D. CPPN/CEN call on Clare Co Co to commence monitoring all raw water
sources in Clare, including those used to supply privately run Group Water
Schemes. CPPN/CEN draw attention to the strategic importance of these
schemes which, as well as supplying private residences, also supply vital local
businesses. CPPN/CEN note that there is both a public health and an environmental interest in monitoring water source quality in Clare and that a
properly resourced Local Authority is better positioned to carry out such monitoring regularly and to a consistent standard than are diverse voluntary committees and boards of management.
E. At our consultation, a strong preference was expressed that the proposed
diversion of the River Shannon be prevented. They drew attention to the levels
of leakage within our national water network and recommended that these be
addressed before any large infrastructural scheme such as the Shannon diversion be progressed. It was also noted that water security will be threatened
due to incidences of flooding, groundwater pollution and drought and considered plans to divert the Shannon as risky under those circumstances as it
serves a large catchment area as well as the fact that the catchment area
contains many habitats and areas of biodiversity which must be protected.
F. CPPN/CEN call on Clare Co Co to take the lead in ensuring that attention
and resources are directed towards ending all releases of untreated sewage/wastewater into water bodies in Clare. A report from the Environmental
Protection Agency on 12th November 2020 revealed that planned works to
upgrade wastewater infrastructure have been delayed in five Clare towns and
villages where raw sewage is released into the environment each day.
CPPN/CEN recommend that a timeline is put in place with Irish Water for
such works to be carried out and that Councillors, community groups and
the general public are informed of this timeline and kept up to date on all
developments, progress and delays.
G. CPPN/CEN requests that the same inter-agency/community approach detailed above is taken, with Clare Co Co leading initiatives to ensure that areas
which are suffering poor drinking water quality and interruptions to service
are prioritised by Irish Water and that a timeline for any works required is put
in place and regular updates on developments, progress and any delays are
provided to all stakeholders.

21

H. CPPN/CEN were asked to note that several participants in our consultation
workshops noted that expensive protection projects for the Shannon banks
may not be good use of resources and that the preferred course of action might
be to plan for the expected flooding of land and to allow it to happen, having
established a compensation and preparation plan for those affected. Clare
PPN/CEN recommend that a cost benefit analysis of such approaches is carried out with and for the communities in Clare likely to be affected.
CPPN/CEN wish to see an action included on the effects of invasive species
on our water resources and wildlife and suggest that an action to monitor and
assess this be included in CDP 2023-2029.
I. CEN/Clare PPN request that CDP 2023-2029 includes actions designed to
restore bogs, peatlands and wetlands to their natural functions – flood water
storage. This in particular should be taken into account when planning for
renewable energy infrastructure and forestry. What may appear to be ‘nonproductive land’ may be providing a vital function.
J. CEN/Clare PPN suggests that a river bank management plan is drafted for
the county. This should include an analysis of the current ownership and
condition of river banks, a detailing of areas prone to flooding as well as an
inventory of actions to prevent or plan for flooding – such as the planting of
native tree or bush cover etc. CEN/Clare PPN would like to see actions to
increase farmland buffer strips alongside rivers and contour lines for tree
planting in all long-term land use strategies. These may also provide green
infrastructure for wellbeing and leisure use, including cycle-ways and greenways and blueways.
K. In respect of housing, CPPN/CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 includes an action for the planning department to require plans for houses to
include green spaces that will absorb rainfall and that the use of patios and
paved areas is minimised, except where necessary for safety and access.
L. As detailed under heading 7. Biodiversity, Land Use, Soil Health, Food Security & Production, CPPN/CEN request that a total ban on glyphosate/pesticides is enacted across the county, with any continued usage being subject
to emergency licences for invasive species control. A collection and disposal
scheme for glyphosate and pesticides should be commenced alongside this.
M. As submitted under heading 2. Air Pollution and Waste, CDP 2023-2029
should, in the interest of water quality and marine life, support any moves to
ban single-use plastic, with exceptions made which will ensure the continued
availability of items such as plastic straws for disabled people who may require these as necessities rather than as options. CDP 2023-2029 should indicate that Clare Co Co intends to implement and enforce any national legislation to this end.
N. CDP 2023-2029 should, as suggested under 3. Air Pollution and Waste,
include a commitment to researching and piloting sustainable drainage systems with a view to their wider use in the County.
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O. CDP 2023-2029 should include notice that Clare Co Co intends to enforce
existing regulations regarding the spreading of slurry. As noted under 2. Energy, CPPN/CEN call for CDP 2023-2029 to include commitments to enabling
the research and piloting of anaerobic digestion systems on brownfield sites
with community consent.
P. CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment to work closely with organisations such as Teagasc in order to ensure that training and support for
changed practices in farming are available. Clare PPN also notes the existence
of the organisation Talamh Beo which may be available to provide training or
public seminars in respect of food sovereignty and sustainable food producing
practices.
6. Travel, Transport and Housing
A. The CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments to set up a task force on
public transport in the county with the aim of ensuring all existing services
work together in coordinated schedules and include more and more regular
stops between key regional points such as Shannon Airport, Galway and Limerick, and that public transport, cycling and walking become viable options
for the majority of the population in the county. This task force should be
established in the short term and have community representation as well as
representation from transport authorities and local providers. Clare PPN and
our member groups feel very strongly that Clare Bus can be part of this strategy and that their experience in tailoring services to local needs should be
availed of.
B. CPPN/CEN note the prioritising of the Northern Distributor Road in the
RSES. A portion of our members have noted that from an environmental perspective this project does not reflect good future-proofed planning as it will
serve to increase car dependency and act against the principles of compact
urban growth. CPPN/CEN further note that the development of an urban rail
system in Limerick with stops at Moyross and potentially at UL has been discussed in the context of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport
Strategy and that, combined with further stops in Clare and a direct connection to a new rail spur to Shannon, this would be a preferable option.
C. CPPN/CEN call on Clare Co Co to advocate strongly and make provisions
within CDP 2023-2029 for the construction of a rail spur to Shannon Town
and Airport/Industrial Estate from the Galway-Limerick Line. This would be
a crucial piece of infrastructure and would assist with the development of the
region, the desirability of Shannon as a place to work, live and commute to.
CPPN/CEN note that funding for a new study into this proposal was announced on November 10th 2020 by Minister for Transport Eamon Ryan,
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along with a support package of €31 million for Shannon and Cork International Airport.
D. CPPN/CEN suggest that CDP 2023-2029 or a Clare County Transport Plan
to be overseen by the Transport Taskforce should set annual targets to increase passenger load per vehicle and to decrease the total number of vehicles
on the road with a combination of electric vehicles, autonomous vehicles, public transport and car sharing. They recommend that community car schemes
such as Go Car are trialled in urban areas of Clare.
E. While CPPN/CEN recognise that efficient, effective public transport and
compact growth should be prioritised due to their benefits for carbon emissions, air quality and lifestyle, we also call on Clare Co Co to make extensive
provision for electric car and public transport vehicle charging stations on the
existing road networks in the county as part of its CDP 2023-2029.
F. CDP 2023-2029 should commit to advocating that all new public transport
offerings should be provided using zero or low emission vehicles with universal accessibility for those with disabilities.
G. School bus services should be expanded and subsidised to ensure that
they become the dominant form of motorised transport to and from schools
where active travel methods are not feasible.

H. CDP 2023-2029 should include measures to pedestrianise town centres
with exceptions being made for public transport vehicles which minimise the
use of private cars. CPPN/CEN note that all pedestrianisation projects should
be done in consultation with disabled people and those with reduced mobility
to ensure access for these groups of people is preserved and, where possible,
enhanced. CPPN/CEN note that electric low-powered ‘micro cars’ are used
safely in cycle lanes in many European cities and that these should be an
option for transport within urban areas for people with reduced mobility.
I. Several attendees of our workshop requested that CDP 2023-2029 should
include an action and a timeline to begin a process of upgrading or providing
footpaths on all roads with provision both for walking and for people with
disabilities to access them.
J. CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments to establish park and ride
facilities in commuter settlements in Clare with links to public transport.
K. CDP 2023-2029 should plan for Clare Co Co’s provision of infrastructure
for recycling of Electric Vehicle batteries and the development of a regulated
market for their end of life when they can be repurposed for other uses such
as in conjunction with wind energy. Should this require a national legislative
basis, Clare Co Co should seek a commitment to this from national government.
L. CDP 2023-2029 should ensure that actions regarding the provisions of specific bicycle/walking/horse transport lanes, separate from roads, are included
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in any long-term transport strategy. It is not necessary nor always preferable
for alternative forms of transport to follow the same routes as those developed
for motor vehicles.
M. CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments to plan for, promote and
support safe cycling in the county, including by resourcing and supporting
bicycle rejuvenation and loan schemes.
N. CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments to further develop tourismrelated shuttle services in an extended group of villages and on a variety
of routes with a view to ensuring that coach tours eventually use these services too. This is already in action at Bru Na Boinne and serves to protect the
monuments and their surroundings from tour buses and noise pollution. In
Clare it would provide a boost to local villages to have these services departing
and returning from them rather than a tourist centre or hub.
O. CDP 2023-2029 should include measures to promote local and micro food
production – including mandating green areas for drainage and possible food
production in house plans, encouraging and supporting community gardens
in public spaces and including provision for them in all new housing estate
applications.
P. In respect to housing, Clare PPN/CEN request that CDP 2023-2029 commits to updating its planning processes to ensure that all new buildings are
required to include provisions for ensuring water harvesting and grey water
systems in housing plans. As noted under 2. Energy, we call on Clare Co Co
to promote and extend the opportunities available for retro-fitting houses for
energy efficiency. Clare PPN notes that there are further opportunities in this
field for the establishment of apprenticeships in the area of retrofitting and
solar panel fitting to create sustainable work and livelihoods for people in
Clare and recommend that these opportunities are investigated with an opportunity for LCETB, LIT, LEO etc to lead in training and skills in such areas.
Q. CPPN/CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 should include clean air targets and support measures to reduce and then cease the use of fossil/carbonemitting fuels in urban housing estates and individual houses, while protecting residents from fuel poverty.
7. Biodiversity, Land Use, Soil Health, Food Security & Production
A. As noted in the introduction to this submission, CPPN/CEN consider that
a Biodiversity Audit and a Land Use Audit, both of which can either be compiled from existing up to date sources or, if such sources are not available,
can be commissioned by Clare Co Co are essential precursors to the drafting
of CDP 2022- 2028.
B. As previously noted, CPPN/CEN would like Clare Co Co to adopt a definition of biodiversity to ensure that, where it is referenced, a full understanding
of the importance of biodiversity for human existence and sustaining life on
earth is taken into consideration.
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C. CDP 2023-2029 should commit to recognising Seedsavers as a significant
national resource for biodiversity and should make a commitment to supporting the organisation and assuring that it has sufficient funding to operate
sustainably, independently and without fear for its future. Seedsavers should
be viewed as a national resource and biodiversity asset as well as part of our
natural heritage.
D. The organisation CELT (Centre for Environmental Living and Training)
should be supported in its environmental training initiatives, both through
funding and through use of the organisation by Clare Co Co itself, especially
training in sustainable woodlands and agroforestry.

E. Glyphosates and other non-organic sprays/pesticides/herbicides should
be prohibited and replaced with sustainable methods and an awareness-raising programme. CDP 2023-2029 should plan for this development.
F. CPPN/CEN see considerable opportunity for Clare to embark on a process
to become an ‘Organic County’ and consider that CDP 2023-2029 could include commitments to making this a reality. CPPN/CEN note that such a
strategy can provide environmental, health, tourism, lifestyle and economic
benefits for the County. Clare Co Co could make its own commitments in this
regard to the land under its stewardship. As noted above, it could begin by
banning non-organic chemical usage, except with licence for invasive species
and as noted under 3. Air Pollution and Waste, there are opportunities for a
county-wide roll out of composting stations in public places.
G. CDP 2023-2029 could also include commitments to reinvigorate the reputation of County Clare as a ‘Slow Food’ production region. This would help to
promote sustainable farming methods, lifestyles and attract high value tourism to the region. Community and private enterprises such as Moy Farm,
Seedsavers, Wild Foods, Jim Cronin’s Organic Farm and various restaurants,
cafes and farmers markets are already engaged in this effort and so committing in CDP 2023-2029 to supporting them through promotion and opportunity would deliver a tangible benefit for all.
H. CDP 2023-2029 should indicate that Clare Co Co is committed to reducing
sewage and slurry pollution, with particular attention to that which may include antibiotics, chemicals and pharmaceuticals. Please note previous recommendations with regard to researching and piloting anaerobic digestion on
brownfield sites with community consent as a means of generating energy and
of reducing slurry spreading.
I. CPPN/CEN understand that agricultural policy is not part of the remit of
Clare Co Co, however its responsibility for planning land use and introducing
bye-laws mean that Clare Co Co can have significant impacts on practices in
the County. CPPN/CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 should outline a
strategy to incentivise farmers and landowners in Clare with regard to allowing wildflowers and weeds to grow and to know the benefits of doing so. As
noted elsewhere, this can be part of complementary green economy projects
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which may assist farmers in securing a diversified and environmentally sustainable livelihood. We note and commend the innovative ‘Hares Corner’ project which has commenced since our original submission was made. Well
done to all concerned.
J. CDP 2023-2029 should support and prioritise regenerative agriculture.
K. CDP 2023-2029 should commit to encouraging diversification of farming
towards sustainable practices which can assist farmers and rural communities in achieving good livelihoods in Clare – supports, training, and grantaiding sustainable agriculture start-ups or change of use will be necessary.

L. CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment to education, incentive and
finally sanctions regarding plastic waste, including the pollution of
trees/hedgerows by farmer plastics such as silage wrapping.
M. CDP 2023-2029 should consider food security from the following perspectives – (i) local access to food in emergency situations and (ii) ensuring that
diverse, local, sustainably farmed food becomes a key aim of policy in the area
of farming and land use, with less invasive and intensive models being piloted
to allow for maximum recovery of soil. Our attendees considered that CDP
2023-2029 should include commitments to working towards food independence and that an evaluation of the nutrition requirements of the current and
projected population and the food production capacity of the county would be
the most useful starting point for such initiatives.
N. CPPN/CEN consider that CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments to
raise awareness and provide education in the County regarding regenerative
forms of agriculture such as agro foresting, and holistic livestock management
(zero carbon beef) and investigate actions such as the establishment of a mobile abattoir for Clare which could visit farms, to reduce travel and trauma
and stress hormones in the meat and to ensure meat is available for local
consumption. This might also help farmers by providing another option in
respect to the monopoly held by the meat factories on beef prices.
O. In the above regard CDP 2023-2029 should include clear commitments
that Clare Co Co will engage constructively in consultations with farmers and
their organisations including Talamh Beo, the IFA, Macra and the new Beef
Plan Movement regarding the need for changes to farming practices around
beef production, dairy production, hedgerow and habitat protection, waste
disposal and pesticide use. CPPN/CEN recognise that the farming community
will be vital in ensuring that Ireland and Clare are resilient to Climate and
Biodiversity Emergency and recommend that processes are established to ensure that respectful communication can happen. Clare PPN is itself taking
steps in this regard.
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P. While promoting silviculture and agroforestry, CDP 2023-2029 should include actions to reduce and remove incentives in Clare for Sitka or monocrop, nonnative evergreen species forestry plantations. CPPN/CEN recommend that CDP 2023-2029 should steer any forestry policy in the county away
from dependence on monocultures such as Sitka Spruce and promote the
growth of native, mixed woodland wherever possible. It should recognise the
value of bog, wetland and ‘marginal’ or poor quality farming land being important as carbon stores and habitats for biodiversity.
Q. Clare Co Co should include in CDP 2023-2029 a commitment to make
provisions in its land use planning and in all developments for wildlife corridors and hedgerows.
R. CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment to use qualified tree surgeons to prune or manage trees on public land. This is another area which
might be suitable for apprenticeships and sustainable job creation opportunities. A commitment to organise and run training programmes in hedgerow
management should also be included.
S. CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments that the timing of hedgerow
cutting will be scheduled by the local authority to have the lowest impact on
nesting and biodiversity.
T. CDP 2023-2029 should seek to prohibit clear felling in forestry and to promote continuous cover forestry.
U. CDP 2023-2029 should include actions aimed at investigating the possibility for diversification within the forestry and wood product industry in a
sustainable fashion.
V. CPPN/CEN call on Clare Co Co to commit to compensating for any loss of
biodiversity caused by development activities by planting more native trees or
‘rewilding’ available council land – or any available land.
W. CDP 2023-2029 should commit to introducing byelaws banning ecocide in
Clare. Ecocide is the deliberate destruction of the natural environment. The
provision should include the activities of the local authority as well as community and business interests in Clare.
X. CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment to respect and implement
soil protection and regeneration measures in all its planned developments and
to encourage and support such measures in the wider community.
Y. CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment for Clare Co Co not to approve plans that include risks of soil damage or contamination.
Z. CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment to ensure that all publicly
used locations in the county have segregated waste bins available and managed by Clare Co Co.
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AA. CDP 2023-2029 should include commitments to diversify and build on
the success of the Wild Atlantic Way in a sustainable way. Some of the suggestions regarding greenways have been mentioned before in relation to public
transport and encouraging cycling, however, it bears repeating that an extensive greenway route in Clare would be an investment in the future and in
sustainable tourism and transport. CEN and Clare PPN consider there are
opportunities for constructing such greenways so that they and their surrounds act as hedgerows, as wildlife and pollinator corridors and as a source
of diversified income to farmers and landowners. While the preference of our
attendees was for public ownership of such green infrastructure, it was also
considered that the option of renting ‘corridors’ of farmers’ land should not be
ruled out as it may make the project more sustainable and attractive to farmers. The Burren Way currently compensates farmers for allowing passage
through their lands and this model should be investigated.
BB. Clare PPN CEN consider that CDP 2023-2029 should include a commitment to develop a sustainability, conservation and expansion plan (through
strategic non-compulsory land purchase) for the Burren National Park. While
this plan should include traffic management, a traffic management plan is
not sufficient to protect the heritage, landscape, and biodiversity habitat that
exists there. The park itself should be protected from development.
CC. As noted under various headings, CPPN/CEN recommend that commitments are made in CDP 2023-2029 to research and pilot viable options for
extending use of anaerobic digestion, biomass fuels, for the extension of willow-based waste treatment, for bio-char production and any other such potentially sustainable enterprises which might assist Clare in its adaptation to
the Climate and Biodiversity Emergency. It is also noted that such localised
projects may be suitable for apprenticeships and rural social schemes and
social enterprises. CPPN/CEN note the success of Social Farming as a model
to include marginalised people in farming and community life and suggests
that opportunities in the green economy be considered from a social and wellbeing perspective as well as for their environmental and economic prospects.
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8. Work & Economy
A: CPPN/CEN have made suggestions at various points in this submission for
the creation of employment opportunities within the ‘Green Economy’. We
wish to draw attention to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on work practices in the county; CPPN/CEN note and commend the provision of digital
hubs and the proposal to increase the number of these over the coming years.
CPPN/CEN also note that Clare Co Co has successfully managed to allow
home working amongst its staff as well as holding virtual meetings.
CPPN/CEN would like to see the CDP include a commitment from the Local
Authority that it will encourage staff who can and wish to work remotely to
do so. This will assist with emissions from commuting and in establishing a
decentralised workforce, as well as with rural development and the dispersal
of economic activity in the county. CPPN/CEN note the significance of the
availability of high speed broadband to ensure that the option of remote, home
or decentralised work practices remain viable. CPPN/CEN consider that a
commitment to ensuring quality access to in-home broadband be a priority in
the CDP 2023-2029
B: Clare PPN/CEN would like to see a commitment to a ‘Living Wage’ being
paid by all organisations, bodies and projects in receipt of Local Government
Supports or funding. The current living wage is €12.90 per hour and this is a
baseline below which a reasonable standard of living is not attainable. Living
Wage for Ireland

C: Clare PPN considers that Clare Co Co should expand its apprenticeship
programmes as widely as is possible. We note that it currently hosts only three
apprentices and that this is a missed opportunity. Given the range of the Local
Authorities activities it has the capacity to provide apprenticeships within a
variety of trades and in so doing would assist the skills base and sustainable
employment pathways in the county.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clare PPN/CEN welcome this opportunity to make submissions in respect of
the Draft Clare CDP 2023-2029 and we trust that the views of our member
groups and participating individuals will be given careful consideration. We
welcome any queries about any aspect of this submission. We wish to state
in conclusion our commitment to working collaboratively to maintain and improve the sustainability of our communities in a manner that seeks to include
and consider every member of the population in Clare and the future generations to come.
Any queries in relation to this submission can be directed to Sarah Clancy,
Clare PPN Coordinator, for the attention of the Secretariat of Clare PPN:
Email: sarah@clareppn.ie
Tel: 087-1617375
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