
NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2022

Dear Clare PPN member,
 
Welcome to our February newsletter. 
 
Spring is in the air – or it will be once this week’s storms have passed over – and we are
cautiously excited about some areas of life returning to normal. Kudos to the brave
swimmers in Lough Bunny in our photo above! News is reaching us of events that are set
to take place in the world outside of Zoom, including St Patrick’s Day parades, a Quare
Clare dog walk and an interesting intergenerational skill-share festival in Ennistymon in
May. 
 
The project to create an Anti-Poverty Strategy for Clare is in full swing and we are
seeking ‘peer facilitators’ to conduct interviews as part of the research. 
 
It’s a busy time all round, with lots of funding grants now open, webinars, trainings and
more. The draft of the next Clare County Development Plan is open for submissions until
28th March. We have published some useful resources on this topic on our website – see
below in our Public Consultations section; meanwhile Clare PPN’s Social Inclusion
member groups are holding a meeting next week to discuss a submission.
 
If you’d like to see something included in a future newsletter, please email
newsletter@clareppn.ie. 
 
All the best,  
 
Sarah Clancy, Sarah Ferrigan & William Hederman
 
Clare PPN
Clonroad Business Park
Ennis, Co. Clare
V95 N62T
Mobile: 087 1617375
 

SAVE THE DATE: CLARE PPN
PLENARY 31st MARCH 
31st March: Our first Plenary of 2022 will be on Thursday, 31st March at
7pm. Your can reserve your place by emailing your name and member
group to admin@clareppn.ie by 30th March. All current member groups
can propose agenda items by emailing admin@clareppn.ie on or
before Monday 21st March with the subject line ”Agenda Item Plenary
Meeting”. To bring a motion to the Plenary, please email
admin@clareppn.ie by 21st March, with the wording of the motion and
why you would like to see the motion passed. 

MEETING OF SOCIAL INCLUSION
MEMBER GROUPS 
24th February: Clare PPN's Social Inclusion member groups
are meeting up via Zoom next Thursday, 24th February, at
7:30pm. The main topics for discussion will be our ongoing
Anti-Poverty Strategy project and submissions on the Draft
Clare County Development Plan. Members of our Social
Inclusion college are encouraged to attend but all Clare PPN
members are welcome. If you’re unsure of which college
you’re a member, get in touch! To register for the meeting,
please email: newsletter@clareppn.ie

ANTI-POVERTY STRATEGY –
PEER RESEARCHERS NEEDED
Deadline 28th February: Clare PPN is looking for four ‘peer
researchers’ to join a project which is creating a Five-Year
Anti-Poverty Strategy for Clare. Have you lived experience of
poverty?  Are you a good listener? Are you interested in
meeting new people? Would you like to learn new skills and
help with trying to address poverty in Clare? Then this might
interest you. Read more in this article on our website:
https://clareppn.ie/want-to-help-with-clare-ppns-anti-poverty-
strategy-project/ 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DATA ABOUT
COUNTY CLARE
As part of the research towards creating an Anti-Poverty
Strategy, our lead researcher Dr Conor McCabe drafted an
extensive series of Parliamentary Questions (PQs), which
were necessary due to a lack of available socio-economic
statistics about the county. The responses from government
ministers to the first set of these PQs make for a valuable
resource, and we have now posted these on our website to
make the data available to our member groups and to
anyone who might find it useful for making or influencing
policy in Clare. We’ll be posting further responses as we
receive them. Our thanks to our elected TDs for their help in
submitting the questions. You can read the information here: 
https://clareppn.ie/clare-anti-poverty-strategy-research-pqs-
part-1/

FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

NATIONAL LOTTERY FUNDING
GRANTS
Deadline 23rd March: This funding is distributed by the HSE
each year to community groups and voluntary organisations
under the Respite Care Grant Scheme and the National
Lottery Grant Scheme. Groups and organisations involved in
the provision of Health and Personal Social Services can
apply for once-off funding of between €500 and €10,000 for
suitable projects. The closing date for applications is 12 noon
on 23rd March. Successful applicants notified by 8th July.
More info and application form:  
https://www2.hse.ie/services/national-lottery-grants/national-
lottery-grants.html

RETHINK IRELAND: SOCIAL
ENTERPRISE START-UP FUND
Deadline 4th March: The objective of the fund is to support
social enterprises at the early stage of their life cycle, to
embed strong business principles and, in turn, deliver social
impact, create jobs and inspire an emerging, next generation
of Irish social enterprises. You can find out more by emailing
socialenterprise@rethinkireland.ie or visiting this page: 
https://rethinkireland.ie/current_fund/social-enterprise-start-
up-fund-2022/

MENTAL HEALTH GRANTS 
Deadline 28th February: Mental Health Ireland has launched
an online grants application process for the allocation of €1m
in grants to local community and voluntary agencies in
relation to mental health and wellbeing. The goal is to
support local community initiatives working to progress the
objectives of Sharing the Vision and Connecting for Life.
Community groups and voluntary agencies working at a
community level can apply for grants from €5,000 to
€30,000. Apply at:  
https://www.mentalhealthireland.ie/grants2022/

SPORT & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
FOR OLDER PEOPLE
 
Deadline 25th February: The 2022 National Grant Scheme
aims to assist local clubs, groups and organisations who
promote increased participation in recreational sport and
physical activity by older people as a main element of their
activities. Grants will be between €300 and €700. There are
specific allocations aimed at encouraging older people back
to sport and physical activity and their clubs post-Covid. The
closing date is noon on Friday, 25th February. Details here:  
https://ageandopportunity.ie/active/age-and-opportunity-
active-national-grant-scheme/

ARTIST IN THE COMMUNITY
SCHEME
Deadline 28th March: The Arts Council’s Artist in the
Community (AIC) Scheme, managed by Create, offers
awards to enable artists and communities of place and/or
interest to collaborate on projects. The AIC scheme is open
to artists from any of the following disciplines: architecture,
circus, street art and spectacle, dance, film, literature (Irish
and English language), music, opera, theatre, visual arts and
traditional arts. Round One of the AIC Scheme is now open
for applications, closing date 28th March, at 5pm. More
details here:  
https://www.create-ireland.ie/projectsubpage/aic-awards/

NEWS / EVENTS

REKINDLE: FESTIVAL OF LOST
SKILLS
14th & 15th May: Common Knowledge is a new non-profit
social enterprise near Ennistymon with lots of plans that
sound very exciting. They aim to empower people with skills
for a sustainable life, with courses in building, mending,
making, growing. cooking, waste and energy. They're
running an intergenerational skill-sharing festival on 14th and
15th May, to rekindle and celebrate traditional skills of the
past. They’re inviting people aged over 65 to participate in
the running of this event, who have experience in practical
skills such as those listed at the link below. They will host a
skill-sharing day on 15th May, to which all are welcome. To
get involved contact erin@ourcommonknowledge.org before
31st March. More info:  
https://www.ourcommonknowledge.org/homepage/rekindle

ACCESS PROGRAMME FOR
SKILLS COURSES
Meanwhile, Common Knowledge have an access
programme which offers a free place on each of their Level 1
courses to people who might not be able to afford it. They
are interested in hearing from all genders and age groups
and particularly those from marginalised groups including
members of the Traveller community, asylum seekers,
refugees, people with criminal convictions and LGBTQ+
people. Apply by 31st March for an access place on one of
this summer’s courses:  
https://www.ourcommonknowledge.org/homepage/2022-
access-programme

QUARE CLARE DOG WALK 
19th February: Whether or not you have a dog and whether
or not your dog is LGBTQ+ you are invited to join Quare
Clare on a seaside walk at Lahinch Strand this Saturday,
19th February. Meeting in the car park at 1pm, we'll walk the
pooches, have a chat and get together for a coffee or drink
or ice cream afterwards. Make sure you have a lead if you
bring a dog! Quare Clare is a social group for LGBTQ+
people in Clare. For 2022 we plan to have monthly meet-ups
and activities around Clare and are open to suggestions for
these. To get involved, email lgbtq.clare@gmail.com. An
event notice for the Dog Walk is here:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/1527318327640142/

SHANNON ST PATRICK'S DAY
PARADE
Deadline 16th March: Registrations have now closed for the
Ennis St Patrick’s Day Parade but luckily, the Shannon
parade organisers are taking registrations right up until 16th
March. Time to pull out your instruments, dancing shoes and
face paint and make up for the last two years. There is an
application form at this link: 
https://forms.gle/SNq38Myj8QEsVhAb6

PÚCA SEEKS A HOME
Deadline 24th March: As you may know, the Púca statue
commissioned for Ennistymon will not now be going to that
town. Following consultation work carried out by Clare
County Council, The Púca is now looking for a home. The
Council is inviting communities, bodies or groups from towns,
villages and community-operated tourism sites within the
North Clare Electoral area to express interest in having The
Púca in your area. Full details are at this page:  
https://www.clarecoco.ie/your-council/[news]/north-clare-
electoral-area-expression-of-interest-applications-for-the-p-
ca.html

FREE ONLINE COURSE:
TOGETHER OLD AND YOUNG
Starts 28th February: Are you interested in bringing older
adults and young children together to share knowledge,
skills, values and have fun? This unique online course,
‘Together Old and Young: An Intergenerational Approach’,
aims to promote awareness and expertise to support you in
developing good quality, sustainable intergenerational
practice. Through this course you will discover practical ways
to create opportunities for Intergenerational Learning in your
own area. More info: 
http://www.toyproject.net/project/toy-online-course/

STORIES OF CHANGE – THE
CLARE EDITION
2nd March: BurrenBeo is calling out to campaigners, food
producers, climate ambassadors, sustainable businesses,
eco entrepreneurs and environmentally-minded folk to join
them online for a public discussion on Wednesday, 2nd
March at 8pm. ‘Stories of Change - The Clare Edition’ is a
night of Networking/Storytelling/Community Consulting/Live
Seaweed Cook-Along, with guest speaker Fergal Smith of
Moy Hill community farm. Register: 
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/stories-of-change-the-clare-
edition-tickets-258507190967

AONTAS ADULT LEARNERS’
FESTIVAL
7-11th March: This festival is an opportunity to have a
positive impact in your community and workplace, promote
the value of lifelong learning, reinforce existing relationships
in the community and establish new ones. This year’s theme,
‘Learn Your Way’ #LearnYourWay, is all about how we learn
differently. We want to highlight the different learning options
available for adults in all walks of life, as well as the different
reasons adults return to education. For more information on
how you can be part of this year’s festival, please visit:  
https://www.aontas.com/community/adult-learners-
festival/event-ideas 

LIVING WELL PROGRAMME
Living Well is a free group self-management programme of
six workshops (2.5 hrs x 6) delivered by trained leaders,
most of whom are also living with a long-term health
condition. You will develop self-management skills and
confidence to live well with your health condition. Upcoming
programmes: 
Fridays starting 28th January, 2pm - 4:30pm 
Mondays starting 7th February, 6pm - 8:30pm
Saturdays starting 19th February, 10:30am - 1pm 
To register, contact Justin on 087 293 9881 or 087 408 8325
or email selfmanagementsupports@hse.ie. For more
information visit: 
www.hse.ie/livingwell

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOAL ADVOCATE TRAINING
Deadline 25th February: Are you interested in social,
environmental and economic issues at home and abroad?
Consider applying for a place on this year’s Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) Advocate Training, part of Saolta,
an innovative Development Education programme geared
towards those already operating in the Adult and Community
Education Sector. The training offers an 8-month blended
approach (online and in-person), bringing together a team of
26 adult educators to share in the motivation, design and
action for a more just and sustainable future. Closing date is
25th February. 
https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/advocate.html

CLARE HOLY WELLS PROJECT
Did you know that Co Clare has at least 237 documented
holy wells? A new website, the Clare Holy Wells Project,
launched on St Brigid’s Day, is a fascinating photographic
archive of these monuments. Historians Michael Houlihan
and Tony Kirby spent the past two years surveying and
documenting 237 holy wells. Maps, photographs and detailed
information bring the stories of these wells alive. Visit the site
here: 
https://heritage.clareheritage.org/category/places/holy-wells

TOWN CENTRE FIRST POLICY
A Town Centre First policy, launched recently by the
government, aims to create town centres that are “viable,
vibrant and attractive” places to live and work. Town teams
and Town Centre First offices will be set up around the
country and towns will gain their own dedicated Town
Regeneration Officers. The policy is designed to boost rural
Irish towns. Derelict shops, pubs, restaurants and offices will
be converted into homes and prioritised for social housing for
older or disabled people. You can read the full policy here:  
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/Town-Centre-First.pdf

CONSULTATIONS

DRAFT COUNTY DEVELOPMENT
PLAN
Deadline 28th March: With the consultation ongoing on the
Draft Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029, we have
shared on the Clare PPN website some useful resources
from the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR), covering
Ireland’s planning system. These include clear and
informative slides, infographics and leaflets that explain how
Ireland’s planning system functions, the role of the local
authority and how County Development Plans are drawn up
and implemented. Read more in this article on our website:  
https://clareppn.ie/irelands-planning-system-explained/

CHANGING PLACES TOILETS
Deadline 12th May: There is no obligation in Ireland to
provide changing places toilets in publicly accessible
buildings. They are a vital part of our community
infrastructure and need to be built in every town as soon as
possible. These enable people with complex care needs to
take part in everyday activities. There is currently a public
consultation on a “Review of Building Regulations … to make
provision for a changing places toilet in certain buildings”. To
make a submission visit:  
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/247d5-public-consultation-
on-the-review-of-building-regulations-part-m-access-and-
use-to-make-provision-for-a-changing-places-toilet-in-
certain-buildings/

TAX AND WELFARE: OPEN
PUBLIC MEETING
The Commission on Taxation and Welfare is hosting two
online public meetings in early March to hear the views of
people and organisations about how best the taxation and
welfare systems can support economic activity, employment
and prosperity. You don’t need to be an expert for your
opinion to be valued. The two meetings will be identical –
choose whichever date suits you: 2nd or 9th March, both at
7pm. Register before 25th February using these links:  
• 2nd March meeting
 
• 9th March meeting
 

www.clareppn.ie

About Us

County Clare's Public
Participation Network – bringing

our diverse voices into policy
making for the county now and in

the future. 

Contact Us

Clonroad Business Park,
Ennis, Co Clare

V95 N62T
Tel: 087 1617375

Email: sarah@clareppn.ie
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