NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER 2021

Dear Clare PPN member,
Welcome to our Septebmer newsletter.
Following a much-needed break in August, we’re delighted to be ‘back to school’, and
there is lots happening, including our Autumn plenary next Wednesday, 15th September.
Clare PPN plenaries are always a great opportunity to catch up with what’s happening, to
have your voice heard and be involved in planning the work of the PPN. This plenary will
be via Zoom, but we do hope that some in-person events can return before too long.
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank the voluntary Secretariat and representatives of
Clare PPN for giving their continued commitment, time and expertise for the benefit of
communities in County Clare.
Read on for news of funding opportunities, webinars, consultations and much more. And
please let us know of anything you would like to see included in our newsletter in future.
Kind regards,
Sarah Clancy, Sarah Ferrigan & William Hederman
Clare PPN
Clonroad Business Park
Ennis, Co. Clare
V95 N62T
Mobile: 087 1617375

CLARE PPN AUTUMN PLENARY
15th September: Our third plenary meeting of 2021 is coming
up next week, on Wednesday 15th September, at 7pm via
Zoom. Please join the Clare PPN staff and secretariat and
other member groups to review our work and help us agree
our priorities for the next three months. To register or to
submit an item for the agenda, please email
admin@clareppn.ie before 5pm on Tuesday, 14th
September. You can also call us on 087-1617375, and you
can read more about our plenary meetings here:
https://clareppn.ie/notice-of-plenary-meeting-wednesday15th-september-2021-7pm-online/

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS
If you are a member group of Clare PPN and would like your
contact details to be displayed on the Clare PPN website,
please complete the form at the link below. This is strictly optin, in line with GDPR regulations.
https://surveymonkey.com/r/CRCZHLV

FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES
COVID RECOVERY FUND
Deadline 30th September: Communities and local groups are
invited to apply for grants to help them ‘Recover Better’ as
the country emerges from the Covid-19 pandemic. The
Community Foundation for Ireland has re-opened its Covid19 Recovery Fund and says its aim is to ensure Ireland
recovers better than the pre-pandemic status quo. Two areas
have been identified as needing immediate support:
Overcoming Isolation and Building Capacity. Grants of up to
€20,000 are available to organisations that have been deeply
affected by the pandemic. Applications can be made through:
www.communityfoundation.ie

ARTIST IN THE COMMUNITY
Deadline 27th September: The Arts Council offers awards
through the Artist in the Community (AIC) Scheme to enable
artists and communities of place and/or interest to work
together on projects. The scheme is open to artists from the
following disciplines: architecture, circus, street art and
spectacle, dance, film, literature (Irish and English), music,
opera, theatre, visual arts and traditional arts. For more
information, contact support@create-ireland.ie, phone 01
473 6600 or visit:
https://www.create-ireland.ie/projectsubpage/aic-awards/

NATURALISTS JOURNAL GRANT
Deadline 13th October: The Irish Naturalists Journal (INJ)
Grant 2021 is now open for applications. The objective of the
INJ Grant is to encourage and support activities that will
increase our knowledge of the biology and geology of the
island of Ireland. The scheme is open to anyone working on
or studying any aspect of natural history or geology on the
island of Ireland. Details here:
https://irishnaturalistsjournal.org/inj-grant/

NEWS
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
COMMUNITIES MENTOR
We are delighted to hear that Lorraine Power has taken up
the role of Sustainable Energy Communities (SEC) Mentor
for County Clare, working at Clare Local Development
Company (CLDC). Lorraine is looking forward to the exciting
challenges ahead in locally promoting this important
programme, in conjunction with the Sustainable Energy
Authority of Ireland (SEAI). “Communities can reduce energy
bills by doing local energy projects, thereby freeing up more
money to spend in the community. Community energy
projects mean warmer, healthier homes and community
buildings. It improves the quality of life, especially for the
vulnerable in the community.” Lorraine is looking forward to
assisting community groups across Clare in applying for SEAI
grants for Energy Plans, Energy Audits and other works. To
get involved or find out more, contact Lorraine at
lpower@cldc.ie or on 087 798 0347.

BIRDS CONNECTING PEOPLE
Birds Connect is a new social inclusion/environment project
from BirdWatch Ireland with a focus on connecting people
and birds through citizen science, outreach and training.
They are particularly interested in working people with
disabilities, new communities and minority groups. They’ve
produced a laminated bird identification guide to be
distributed to Direct Provision centres and nursing homes,
with bird names in English, Irish, Arabic and French. They
hope to work with men’s sheds and community groups to
build and install nest boxes in Direct Provision Centres and
nursing homes. To get involved, contact Andrew Lynch at
alynch@birdwatchireland.ie or 083-8074476. See also:
https://birdwatchireland.ie/%20our-work/birds-connect/

ENNIS BOOK CLUB FESTIVAL
Ennis Book Club Festival is bringing the festival vibe onto the
streets of Ennis this Saturday, 11th September, with music
and storytelling from little John Nee on O’Connell Square
from 12.30-3pm, creating fun, colour and a festival
atmosphere. Swing by and check it out if you can. This is just
one of an exciting range of events as part of the festival this
weekend. Find out more about what's on here:
https://www.ennisbookclubfestival.com/

SURVEY ON TAXIS & DISABILITY
The National Transport Authority has extended the deadline
for its Accessibility Survey to 30th September. The survey
asks for experiences, opinions and advice on the demand for
and accessibility levels of taxi, hackney and limousine
services nationwide. This is crucial to future planning for
improved services for all but particularly people with
disabilities. The survey can be completed online, by phone or
by post. More details here:
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/taxi-accessibility-surveyextended-to-31-08-2021/

OLDER PEOPLE’S VOLUNTEER
AWARD
Deadline 1st October: The search is on again to recognise
those who give their time, energy and skills to help others in
the local community. Application forms must be submitted by
Friday 1st October. For an application form please email:
hmoloney@clarecoco.ie, telephone (065) 6846240. You can
also download a form, or find out more about Clare Age
Friendly County, by visiting:
https://www.clarecoco.ie/services/community/age-friendlyprogramme/age-friendly-county/

ENNIS PREMISES TO SHARE
Mná ag Gáire Ennis Women's Shed has a premises in Ennis
that is suitable for sharing. They would be delighted to share
the space with a suitable community group. If this is
something that might suit your group, please get in touch with
Hilary on 087-2835769. Find out more about Mná ag Gáire at
their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/MnaAgGaire/

AGE ACTION - CARE & REPAIR
Age Action’s Care and Repair is a free, nationwide service
that prioritises carrying out jobs in the homes of older people
who are being discharged or have recently been discharged
from hospital. If someone is coming out of hospital, no matter
where they live, we would support them to make sure their
home is safe. Referrals can be made directly to the
telephone numbers on the leaflet or by email to
careandrepair@ageaction.ie. See also:
https://www.ageaction.ie/how-we-can-help/care-and-repair

WORLD ALZHEIMER'S MONTH
Every September, people come together from around the
world to raise awareness and challenge the stigma that
persists around dementia. September 21st also marks World
Alzheimer's Day. Find out more here:
https://www.understandtogether.ie/about-dementia/
Dementia/Alzheimers awareness webinar – 15th September,
1-2pm: Join Sean Donal O’Shea, dementia advisor with the
Alzheimer Society of Ireland, to learn about the condition and
the supports available to people living with dementia, their
families and carers. This is a Free event for people in Clare,
via Zoom. Please book your place by emailing
kilrush@clarelibrary.ie or calling Kilrush Library on 065
9051504.

WETLANDS WEBINAR
20th September: The Clare Association of An Taisce presents
this webinar about the importance of wetlands, for both
mitigating climate change and protecting and promoting
biodiversity. The event takes place via Zoom at 8pm on
Monday, 20th September. If you are interested please
register by emailing clare.antasce@gmail.com

ONE STEP UP TO EDUCATION
AONTAS is running a national campaign until 14th
September to raise awareness about options for returning to
education as an adult. Education is transformative and
empowering for individuals, their families and communities,
with wide ranging benefits for society as a whole. Given the
impact of the pandemic on so many areas of life, such as
mental health, social isolation, (un)employment and so on,
more people are considering returning to education to
improve their wellbeing and overall situation. Visit
www.OneStepUp.ie or call 1800 303 669.

NEW TIDY TOWNS HANDBOOK
A new, updated edition of the Tidy Towns Handbook has
been launched. The competition was cancelled in 2020 for
the first time in over 60 years due to Covid-19. Special
arrangements were put in place to ensure its return this year.
Best of luck to all groups in Clare who entered this year. You
can find the handbook on the Tidy Towns website.
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/

COMMUNITY WORK IRELAND
CONFERENCE
September 28th: CWI is delighted to be joined by Dr Mike
Ryan, Deputy Director of the World Health Organisation, and
Minister Joe O'Brien, in conversation with Ronnie Fay, CWI
Chairperson for the CWI Conference 2021, on the topic: ‘Not
Just Recovery? Reflecting and Reimagining: Rights and
Resilience’. The Conference will provide an opportunity for
reflection on the experience of the most disadvantaged
communities in Ireland and globally during the past 18
months, the lessons learned, and the key priorities for action
in building a just and sustainable recovery. Includes
participatory workshops on a number of themes. Register
here:
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/not-just-recovery-reflecting-andreimagining-rights-and-resilience-tickets-166498933793

CONSULTATIONS
REVIEW OF EQUALITY ACTS
Deadline 29 October: The Minister for Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth is conducting a review of the
Equality Acts. The review will examine the functioning of the
Acts and their effectiveness in combatting discrimination and
promoting equality. It will also include a review of current
definitions, including in relation to disability. If Clare PPN's
Social Inclusion member groups would like us to hold a
meeting and put together a group submission, we would be
happy to arrange that.
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/066b6-review-of-theequality-acts/

MINERALS & MINING
Deadline 15th October: The Dept of Environment, Climate &
Communications has prepared a Draft Policy Statement on
Mineral Exploration and Mining in Ireland. This should
establish a clear and sustainable policy framework that
supports communities, the environment, climate and our
mineral exploration and mining sector. To submit your views,
visit: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/94c4e-consultationon-the-draft-policy-statement-on-mineral-exploration-andmining-in-ireland-and-associated-sea-environmental-reportand-aa-natura-impact-statement/

CRAYFISH FISHERIES
Deadline 16th September: A public consultation is now
underway in respect of the future management of the
crayfish fishery to protect critically endangered species off
the southwest coast of Ireland and to secure a viable and
sustainable future for the fishery itself. There is a particular
focus on sustainable conservation measures for the crayfish
fishery between Mizen Head and Loop Head.
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/ba41c-consultation-on-thefuture-management-of-the-crayfish-fishery-to-protectcritically-endangered-species/

NITRATES ACTION PROGRAMME
Deadline 20 September: Ireland's Nitrates Action Programme
contains measures to protect surface waters and
groundwater from agricultural pollution. In accordance with
the EU Nitrates Directive, these regulations are due to be
reviewed this year. Interested parties are invited to make
submissions to help inform the legislative process. Please
email your observations or comments to wau@housing.gov.ie
by 20 September.
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/0b39f-public-consultationon-irelands-nitrates-action-programme/
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