


ENNIS 2040
Vision for Ennis 2040:

'Ennis will strengthen its role as a key regional economic driver 
and major tourist destination in the Mid-West through the 
expansion and diversification of its economic offering and by 
capitalising on the strength of its significant architectural, cultural 
and historic heritage. Its growth will be based on the ‘10 minute’ 
Town Concept with the Town Centre at the heart of this highly 
accessible and revitalised Ennis - the focus for retail, residential, 
commercial, educational, leisure and cultural growth. Ennis will 
support, enhance and utilise its existing natural assets to lead the 
way as Ireland’s first Climate Change Adaptive Town'



ENNIS 2040
The purpose of Ennis 2040 is to guide 
the long-term development of Ennis 
and highlight opportunities that will 
deliver competitive advantages over 
the short, medium and long term. In 
order to achieve this, the Strategy has 
a Town Centre focus while also looking 
ahead to prioritise areas that support 
compact growth, realise economic 
opportunities and respond to the call 
for climate adaptation. 

Key Themes of the Strategy 

1. Economic 
and Investment 2. Environment

3. Spatial, 
Places, People 

& Lifestyle

4. Mobility & 
Infrastructure 

Ennis currently has a 
base of approximately 
10,000 jobs and will 
require in the region 
of 5,000 additional 
jobs over the period 
to 2040 to achieve 
sustainable growth.

To adapt, respond and 
mitigate for climate 
change nature based
solutions can be 
prioritised to increase 
biodiversity, water,
landscape and human 
health benefits.

A person centred 
place that offers a 
strong, diverse 
economy that has 
retained and built on 
its current high quality 
of life, place based 
assets and heritage.

Deliver low carbon 
travel and energy to 
improve quality of life
for all who live, work 
and visit, with greater 
IT connectivity that 
attracts employment 
and enterprise.

Axonometric of Town Centre Transformational Projects 



Spatial Implementation Plan

Building on existing assets and informed by national

policy guidance Ennis 2040 sets out the long-term
spatial and economic strategy for Ennis, focusing on the
economic future and spatial pattern to 2040.

It seeks to protect and enhance the unique
characteristics of Ennis that contribute to its sence of
place while addressing key challenges in the areas of
employment, housing, accessibility and climate change.

Delivering the Actions and the associated outcomes
contained in the Plan is critical to achieving the Vision
for Ennis. At the core of implementing Ennis 2040 are 9
no. transformational projects that provide the
framework through which many of the plan actions can
be realised.

9 no. Transformational Projects
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The role of Ennis on the Atlantic Economic Corridor, its proximity to Limerick and Galway and its accessibility to the M18 
presents an opportunity for the development of a modern Enterprise Zone, which can be developed over a 20 year period. 
The Wetland and Enterprise Area offers the potential in the medium to long term to accommodate the economic activities 
required to grow Ennis as a location for significant employment. 

Additionally, its proximity to the train station will allow for a mixed use approach incorporating new neighbourhood centres 
and the adjacency with the Town Centre will encourage workers to travel to the core area during weekdays. The location 
adjacent to the River Fergus, along with the natural wetlands in the area, will enable the creation of new nature walks and 
parkland to support the new economic and residential development in the area. 



As the project develops over time, a shift in the competitive
context of the region will occur, with Ennis increasing its profile
vis-a-vis other locations. As a number of new businesses locate
in the Town, a critical mass of both people and employment will
reinforce the case for further investment.

•An upgrade of the R469 and a new junction onto the M18 from the R469
•Three new neighbourhood centres consisting of mixed use developments.
•Village centre with mixed use developments incorporating high quality 
housing tenures and commercial/retail uses. 
•Enterprise zones alongside new junction to M18 incorporating light industry, 
business hubs, and enterprise uses. 
•Public open space along River Fergus with the creation of a boardwalks and 
nature paths. 
•A managed wetland park 
•Forest park with recreational play spaces and MTB trails. 
•Sports pitches, community gardens, allotments and amenity areas. 
•Greater pedestrian and cyclist linkages created to Clarecastle and the  town 
centre 

Description
This transformational project will improve the expansion of Ennis
to the east, into the lands between the existing town and the
M18 and will cater for
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Next Stages 

Launch by An Taoiseach Micheál Martin

Short medium and long term delivery of the transformational projects

A Development Activity Company (DAC) is to be established with responsibility for the
delivery of the key projects resulting from Ennis 2040. The DAC will be a special purpose
vehicle of Clare County Council to develop the transformation sites of Ennis 2040 and in
doing so will drive the key town of Ennis as an ideal location for enterprise, investment and
residential development, while further enhancing Ennis and County Clare as an excellent
place to live, work and enjoy.


