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Introduction
Welcome to the Clare PPN work report for April to June 2020. Our usual way of working has been utterly changed for the last few months
but if anything, we have been busier than ever. Between the co-ordinated Covid-19 community response, training, elections and
newsletters, Clare PPN has endeavoured to ensure your voice is still being heard at policy and decision-making levels.
It is a time of re-imagining, re-assessing and re-establishing the things that are important to us. We asked the people of Clare to tell us
how their lives have been affected and what we need to focus on to ensure that we move into the future together, leaving nobody behind.
The answers became part of our ‘Postcards From The Edge’ series and the ‘What do we want?’ competition. Coming to grips with Zoom
has also been a challenge as we moved most of our work online to ensure the safety of everyone involved. Teething problems were of
course expected and so we facilitated online meeting training for our members groups. It was also the perfect time to offer anti-racism
training and attend sessions on social media and COVID safety. Read on for more information on all of these endeavours.
If you have any questions or comments please contact 087 1617375 or sarah@clareppn.ie.
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Administration:








Maintained lobbying register
Monitored attendance and input by representatives.
Management of finances, banking and invoices
Processed wages
Liaised with auditor and CRO
Produced quarterly report
Administered use of meeting rooms for community groups

Outreach/Policy Work:










Sent notice of election for Secretariat and LCDC
Attended three Clare Community Response Forum meeting in Clare County Council
Attended/facilitated weekly CCRT and Social Inclusion Subgroup meetings
Held three reps meetings
Held two secretariat meetings
Assisted representatives with research and/or policy questions
Held three pre-meetings with reps
Co-facilitated weekly Zoom with Miltown Malbay asylum seekers
Secured insurance for Clare Community Groups

Aung Marma - 'Postcards from the Edge'

Communications:








‘Postcard From The Edge’ series
‘What do we want?’ competition
Set up Clare Community Response Team Facebook, Twitter and email
Developed a series of infographics re: COVID
Circulation of calls for submissions, grant schemes, event notices
Three newsletters circulated by email and on social media
Updating members through social media channels and website

Training
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Attended ‘Telling Your Story’ with Athena Media
Attended ‘Ready & Able’ training with Clare Volunteer Centre
Co-facilitated first ‘Working Life’ online training session
Held ‘Understanding & Challenging Racism’ training online
Held Zoom training for PPN member groups

Aisling Wheeler - 'Postcards from the Edge'

EVENT REPORTS
‘Postcards From The Edge’
What will the legacy of the lockdown be for tourism, farming, the arts and other sectors in Clare?
Clare PPN invited people from various walks of life to describe how their business or way life has
been affected by Covid 19, what their hopes and fears are and what they want to see the new
government prioritising. We heard from farmers, artists, musicians, airline staff and more and
their articles can be read here: http://clareppn.ie/?s=postcards
Mike Hanrahan - 'Postcards From The Edge'

‘What do we want?’
We also ran a competition on the following theme, ‘What do we want?’. The four winners were
treated to vouchers for their favourite local Clare restaurant. Congratulations to our four
winners (picked from a hat) Oonagh O’Dwyer, Theresa O’Donohue, Ronan Summerly and Sinead
Sheehan for your insightful and uplifting articles which can be read here: http://clareppn.ie/yourviews-on-where-to-now/
Logo for 'What do we want?' competition

‘What if we were to make Ireland a truly sustainable country to live in and travel to, for society, the
economy and the environment? The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all
UN member states in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and
the planet, now and into the future.’
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Oonagh O’Dwyer

‘Getting the Most out of Video Meetings’
Recently most of us have had to get more familiar with video calls and video
meetings for work, campaigning or just staying in touch. To help our member
groups get the most out of this brave new world, Clare PPN hosted a one-hour
webinar, ‘Getting the Most out of Video Meetings’ via Zoom in May. While not
promoting Zoom we recognise that it has become a very widely-used online
meeting platform, and so this workshop will focused on its basic tools, features,
security and etiquette; using Chat, Breakout rooms, screen-sharing and more. The
training was well attended with positive feedback. Clare PPN reps and Secretariat
members also attended a lively training session.

‘Understanding & Challenging Racism’
The recent Black Lives Matter protests in the US and beyond have raised the issue
of racism like never before. In June, this free online workshop hosted by Clare
PPN and Fridays For Future Clare, took time to explore and clarify some
questions, including understanding what racism is in the first place, how racism
operates in Ireland – including racism against Travellers – and ways of taking
action.
It was led by Vicky Donnelly of Galway (co-ordinator of One World Centre), Ryma
Halfaoui (activist and educator) and Oein De Bhairduin (Oireachtas based
activist). It was highly attended and was an open space for people to share, listen,
reflect, discover, grow and learn together. Indeed it was very difficult to bring to
a close such was the enthusiasm on the afternoon.
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Ongoing engagement with asylum seekers







Clare PPN facilitated the first session of ‘Working Life in Ireland’, a course to help asylum seekers
access the workplace. The modules covered were; applying for and maintaining a permit & the
taxation system. It was attended by asylum seekers from across the county. The course is being
run by Clare Local Development Company with Clare & Limerick Education Training Board
Clare PPN hosts and co-facilitates the weekly Zoom meeting for asylum seekers and local residents
in Miltown Malbay
Clare PPN provides ongoing support to asylum seekers and community supporters. This included a
representation to the Minister for Justice on serious issues raised in one emergency
accommodation centre.
Clare PPN maintains the Ennis Welcomes Everyone social media presence while meetings are
suspended due to Covid 19.
Clare Community Response
Clare PPN continued its partnership with Clare Volunteer Centre, Clare Local
Development Company, the Family Resource Centres, An Garda Siochána,
Clare County Council and other agencies on the Clare Community Response
to COVID-19. Clare PPN continued with the insurance registrations and
maintenance of the group’s social media presence and gmail account. We
also produced a series of infographics for phased re-opening based on HSE
guidelines and one specifically on mental health services in the county.
Clare PPN continued to host the weekly Zoom meetings of both the larger
community response group and the social inclusion sub-group which was
formed to identify key areas of difficulty in the county. As part of working
with the Community Champion we helped organise the handover of Clare
jerseys to two residents of nursing homes.
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Engagement
Membership:
Clare PPN currently has 283 member groups:
Community and Voluntary College
Environmental College
Social Inclusion College

218
19
46

Membership Pillars

Community & Voluntary

Jennifer Hynes with Community Champion Anthony Daly
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Social Media
Facebook followers:
Twitter followers:

Environmental

Social Inclusion

1618
1157

Appendix One:
Clare PPN mass communications with members
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Appendix Two:
Clare PPN income & expenditure – April to June 2020

Willie Hanrahan - 'Postcards From The Edge'

Examples of
infographics produced
for Clare Covid-19
Community Response
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