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Any Questions? 



Being Black in the EU (2018)
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/being-black-eu

1:8
People experienced 

discrimination on 
the basis of skin 

colour

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/being-black-eu


What do you think about the situation in 
Ireland? 

Better/Worse/Average?



Being Black in the EU (2018)

1:3 
Ireland:

One in three people experienced 
discrimination on the basis of 
skin colour



“Racism, it’s about…”

We are often told that…

• It’s about numbers -
being in the minority

• It’s about human nature

• It’s  about ignorance



Our analysis of the problem…

But maybe…

• It’s really not about 
numbers

• It’s not an inevitable 
consequence human 
nature

• It’s not about ignorance

“It’s about the 
imbalance and 
abuse of 

POWER”





Positions of authority

Institutions

Decisions /Regulations / Law

Resources

Representation 

And….



How We Define the Problem Determines the Solutions and Tactics We Pursue.

Love is all you need? 

“We have been taught that ignorance and hate lead to racist ideas, 
lead to racist policies.

If the fundamental problem is ignorance and hate, then your 
solutions are going to be focused on education, and love and 
persuasion. 

But…the actual foundation of racism is not ignorance and hate, but 
[interests], particularly economic and political and cultural.”

Ibram X. Kendi
https://theundefeated.com/features/ibram-kendi-leading-scholar-of-racism-says-education-and-love-are-not-the-answer/

https://theundefeated.com/features/ibram-kendi-leading-scholar-of-racism-says-education-and-love-are-not-the-answer/




WHAT IS ‘RACE’?
Where does this idea come from?

There wasn’t a word for ‘race’ in 
the English language till the 16th

Century, and would take many 
more years to become the 

concept we are familiar with 
today.

It has no scientific basis but 
continues to exert huge 

influence.



The invention of ‘Race’

“It is always useful to think badly about people one has exploited or 
plans to exploit”. 

Professor James W. Loewen (1995): Lies My Teacher Told Me The New Press: New York





“Racism is always 
a struggle over 
land, money, or 
resources.”

Shalini Sinha



80:20

80:20



“Europe didn’t develop the colonies. 
The colonies developed Europe.”

Average living standards in India and China, were similar to 
Britain before the colonial period. 

India had 27% of the world’s wealth. 

China had 35% of the world wealth. 

After colonialism, their share fell to 3% and 7%.

(Hickel 2017)

In 1700 Asia, Africa and Latin America accounted for three 
quarters of the world’s population, 

and two thirds of global income
Deepak Nayyar (2009)

80:20 Development In An Unequal World  (2016). New Internationalist

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2015/nov/27/enough-of-aid-lets-talk-
reparations

World Map Based on the Observations of the Messieurs of the Royal Academy of Sciences and a Few Others and on the 
Most Recent Records]

Covens & Mortier, Amsterdam: c. 1745

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2015/nov/27/enough-of-aid-lets-talk-reparations




1:24



For every 
$1 given in aid

to the Global South/
‘Developing World’

$24 goes back 
to the Global North/
‘Developed’ World



$1 : 



Who makes the rules? 

•Unfair Trade Rules

•Tax Injustice

•Illegitimate Debt



Swiss Chocolate? 

Africa accounts for 75% 
of the global cocoa 
production of cocoa, yet 
continent reaps only 2% 
of the $100 billion annual 
market for chocolate.

Dr. Akinwumi Adesina , President of the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) May 23, 2016 

https://weafriquenations.com/the-africa-continent-produces-75-of-worlds-cocoa-and-only-gets-2-of-the-
100-billion-industrywhy/?fbclid=IwAR0s5PHl_CrVXKkkcFIwlIiMAvFkNgRk86WLzpY12En6EjlYLx1U8Oafj98

https://weafriquenations.com/the-africa-continent-produces-75-of-worlds-cocoa-and-only-gets-2-of-the-100-billion-industrywhy/?fbclid=IwAR0s5PHl_CrVXKkkcFIwlIiMAvFkNgRk86WLzpY12En6EjlYLx1U8Oafj98


Headline figure: Zambia’s copper 
loses $3 billion in a year 

http://www.waronwant.org/sites/default/files/War
OnWant_ZambiaTaxReport_web.pdf



‘Underdevelopment’



How We Define 
the Problem 
Determines

the Solutions and
Tactics 

We Pursue.



“Charity is nice, but charity 
douses anger with pity.  

Charity reduces the receiver and 
bestows upon the giver a power 
and self righteousness that they 
really oughtn't have.  

Charity keeps the structures in 
place.”

Arundhati Roy



How We Define
the Problem 
Determines

the Solutions and
Tactics 

We Pursue.



Model of Oppression
Davis & Ohri (2000) Anti-Racism and Equality in Action, NICEM

Attitudes / Assumptions / Stereotypes

PREJUDICE



Model of Oppression

Attitudes / Assumptions / Stereotypes

PREJUDICE

+

Power to Act



Model of Oppression

Attitudes / Assumptions / Stereotypes

PREJUDICE

+

Power to Act

=

DISCRIMINATION



Model of Oppression

Prejudice

+

Power to Act

=

Discrimination 

+

Ideology of Superiority

------- Exploitation-------

=

Racism / Sexism / Classism / Disablism  / Heterosexism etc. 



Model of Oppression

Ideology is:
•Systemic

•Institutionalised
•Internalised 
(by both groups)

Wendy Davis,  Basil Manning & Ashok Ohri http://www.osdc.co.uk/

http://www.osdc.co.uk/


Model of Oppression

Prejudice

+

Power to Act

=

Discrimination 

+

Ideology of Superiority

------- Exploitation-------

=

Racism / Sexism / Classism / Disablism  / Heterosexism etc. 



White (1997) Richard Eyre

“There is no more powerful position than that of being ‘just’ 
human.  The claim to power is the claim to speak for…humanity.  

Raced people can’t do that – they can only speak for their race.”



Reverse Racism

Comedian Aamer Rahman deconstructs the 

notion of ‘reverse racism’, and, 

clarifies the links between 

Ideology and colonialism and 
Exploitation.  

All in under 3 hyperbolic minutes.

Reverse Racism
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw_mRaIHb-M&feature=share



"Britain is an island that helped to abolish 
slavery, that has invented most of the things 
worth inventing, including every sport 
currently played around the world, that still 
today is responsible for art, literature and 
music that delights the entire world.”

David Cameron at G20, Sept 2013



“We peddle a curriculum that says 
95% of all achievement is European”

Trevor Gordon, head-teacher and winner of the Stephen 
Lawrence Award for Education 2002



Framework for Action

Prejudice

+

Power to Act

=

Discrimination 

+

Ideology of Superiority

------- Exploitation-------

=

Racism / Sexism / Classism / Disablism  / Heterosexism etc. 



Thank you.

Stay in touch

Vicky Donnelly

education@galwayowc.org


