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Introduction and overview of work: 
 
Clare PPN had an extremely busy second quarter in 2019. We held successful local election ‘Hustings’ and voter registration events in each Local Electoral 
Area. These were attended by almost all of the candidates in the local election for which we are most appreciative. We also collaborated well with local media 
outlets, an Garda Siochana and Clare County Council for these events. We organised one extra event in Lisdoonvarna for international protection applicants 
which was attended by four candidates who took the time to engage directly with some of Ireland’s newest residents- this was greatly appreciated by those 
who attended. Clare PPN evaluates these as positive and beneficial events for strengthening the connection between communities in Clare and Local 
Government and in promoting Clare PPN itself. We also completed our introductory Governance Training for community groups which had commenced in 
the first quarter.   
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Our new premises which we share with Clare Women’s Network also came into its own; our meeting spaces have been used 41 times by community groups 
and organisations between April and June. We also held many of our own events in the premises – including our Big Hello Event funded by Clare County 
Council which was attended by approximately 120 people from more than 10 different countries.  
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In more routine work, during this quarter Clare PPN conducted an open recruitment process for the position of Support Worker, which is a role funded by the 
Department of Community and Rural Development and Clare County Council. We were fortunate that this position attracted a large number of applications 
and we were delighted to appoint Sue Considine to the role. This means that Clare PPN currently has three-part time staff, Sarah Clancy Coordinator – who 
works a four day week, Sarah Ferrigan Office and Communications Manager- who works a four day week and Sue Considine PPN Support Worker who will 
work three days per week.   There is as yet no guarantee that the funding for the extra position will be available in 2020 and should it be discontinued, both 
other staff members will revert to three working days per week. 
 
Clare PPN commenced the rotation of its ‘Secretariat’ members (the secretariat is an elected board that runs the PPN between plenary meetings). We were 
sorry to lose Cillian Murphy, Christy Sinclair, Damon Matthew Wise Au, and Eugene Crimmins who stood down from the secretariat having served their full 
term and having been instrumental in the successful set up of the Public Participation Network in Clare.  They were replaced by Trudy Leyden, Christy Russell, 
Damon Matthew Wise Au (re-elected) and we have one vacancy for a community and voluntary group representative which we will fill shortly through an 
election from our community and voluntary groups. 
 
Clare PPN made a written submission to the Oireachtas Justice and Equality Joint Committee on Direct Provision during this quarter and our member group 
MASI presented to the committee in person.  
 
During the second quarter of 2019 Clare PPN also continued its routine work of circulating information about events, funding and public consultations to its 
members through its newsletters and social media channels.  
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Recruitment of Support Worker – Welcome Sue Considine 

 
We welcome Susan Considine our new Support Worker to the Clare Public Participation Network team.  

Sue has worked in the Community for the past 12 years as a qualified tutor/trainer and registered 

teacher (Teaching Council Ireland) for the Clare Local Development Company delivering training for 

unemployed people living in various parts of County Clare and also as a Community Development 

Worker for the West Clare Family Resource Centre based in Kilrush. 

 

 

Susan relocated to Ireland in 2007, having worked as a local government officer for many years, 

working in various departments including Emergency Planning, Commercial Services and also the 

Education Department, where she was employed as a Principal Officer in the Hull City Council 

Education Department. She relocated to Ireland to be near to her family in 2007. 
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EVENT REPORTS -  Big Hello Intercultural Picnic 4th May 2019 
The Big Hello Intercultural Picnic held on the 4th May 2019 at the Clare PPN Offices, Ennis was a government initiative, it was jointly organised by the Clare 
PPN, the Clare Women’s Network and also The Clare Immigration Support Centre.  This was a very successful event which was well attended by 150 people.  
It gave people from different communities the opportunity to share experiences and share information.  Vegetarian food was available which was supplied 
by Moonbear Catering, Moroccan food from Laila, henna tattoos and entertainment.  Those invited could also bring along food if they wanted.  People were 
invited from all the diverse communities that make up the Clare population, to get together and meet the different organisation representatives to learn 
about what the organisations do and how they can be involved.  It was a great opportunity to get together and share food and enjoy the holiday weekend 
and we are grateful to Clare County Council for providing the majority of the funding and to member groups Clare Immigrant Support Centre and Clare 
Women’s Network for co-hosting and organising with us.  
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Clare PPN’s Local Election Hustings and Voter Registration  

Clare PPN hosted ‘Meet the Candidates & Voter Registration’ event in each Electoral Area in County Clare in the run up to the 2019 Local Elections. Candidates 
were invited to address their voters and those attending were given the opportunity to have their questions answered by the candidates. These events were 
hosted and MC’d by Peter O’Connell, Editor of the Clare Champion, Gloria Callinan of Clare Local Development Company, Fiona McGarry of Clare FM’s Morning 

Focus programme, Andy Hamilton of the Clare People and Christy Sinclair outgoing Secretariat Member of Clare PPN.  At each of these five events, the 
Clare PPN in collaboration with An Garda Siochana, hosted a one-stop shop for voter registration where people were assisted to register for the 
supplementary register of electors if they were not already registered to vote. See previous page for photos. 
 

Elections: 
 
Local Community Development Committee: 
Clare PPN also conducted elections for PPN representatives to sit on the Local Community Development Committee and was delighted to nominate three 
new candidates to these challenging roles; Kasia Kowalski, Theresa O’Donohoe and Niamh O’Callaghan and to see Mary O’Donoghue returned to the position 
of social inclusion representative. Following ratification by Clare County Council they will join our currently serving representative Anne Marie Flanagan and 
make up the full team of five PPN representatives on that committee.   
 
Joint Policing Committee Nomination: 
Clare PPN nominated Madeline McAleer as its representative on Clare’s Joint Policing Committee. Madeline had recently been elected to this role and will 
continue to be an excellent representative for this new term. Clare PPN has contacted the Rural Development Directorate in Clare County Councils to alert 
them to the fact that we are of the understanding that all community representation on the JPC should be nominated through the PPN structure and we 
look forward to working with them to resolve or address the situation over the forthcoming term. 
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Administration:  
 

 Maintained and updated Salesforce database  
 Maintained lobbying register.  
 Monitored attendance and input by representatives. 
 Conducted elections for LCDC 
 Continued application for charitable status 
 Management of finances and invoices 
 Nominations request for representative for the JPC 
 Completed annual report for Department of Community and Rural Development 
 Processed expenses and accounts 
 

Communications: 
 Circulation of calls for submissions, grant schemes, event notices to members                                                      
 Press releases to local media on events and policy issues – during this quarter Clare PPN received coverage in all Clare based media outlets. 
 Continued communication with linkage groups/colleges/public 
 3 newsletters to all members – see appendix for details 
 Updating members through social media channels and website 

 
Training:  

 Clare PPN completed its Introduction to Governance Boot camp for members which commenced in the first quarter. 

 Clare PPN collaborated to organise Anti-Racism Training 

 Clare PPN designed training for new representatives on LCDC- this will be delivered in Quarter 3 

 Clare PPN designed training on committee and group skills- this will be delivered in Quarter 3 
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Outreach/Policy Work: 
 

 Held one secretariat meeting 
 Held one new member’s meeting 
 Held staff support and supervision with HR subgroup 
 Hosted training session for the Primary Health Care Project for Travellers 
 Collaborated with Clare Women’s Network to host Anti Racism training session  
 Held Local County Council Election Hustings and Registration for local electorate in 5 Clare locations 
 Held a Big Hello Intercultural Picnic in partnership with the Clare Women’s Network and Clare Immigrant Support Centre  
 Attended the Department of Rural and Community Development Stakeholder Consultation Event in June 2019 
 Assisted representatives with research and/or policy questions 
 Attended and presented at the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission’s Community Grants events 
 Co-hosted the Irish Council for Civil Liberties consultation event in Ennis 
 Clare PPN made submissions to Department of Community and Rural Development on their consultation on the structures for PPNs 
 Clare PPN made a written submission to Oireachtas Committee on Justice and Equality on Direct 

Provision.  
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Member Engagement: 
 

Membership: 
Clare PPN currently has 292 member groups (+ 10 from March 2019) 
Community and Voluntary College          220 
Environmental College     20 
Social Inclusion College     52 
 
Social Media 
Facebook followers:    1185 (+128 from March 2019) 
Twitter followers:     827  
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Appendix One:  
Clare PPN mass communications with members – April to June 2019 
20/06/2019   Invitation to attend Free Anti-Racism training  
06/06/2019   Last day for nominations 
28/05/2019   Nominations open for LCDC 
21/05/2019   May Newsletter 
17/05/2019   Scheduling Secretariat meetings 
13/05/2019   Town and Village Renewal Scheme 
13/05/2019   Local Election Hustings and Registration to Vote  
16/04/2019   Schedule change for Clare Bus to Ennis 
15/04/2019   Have you used services of Clare Bus?  
15/04/2019   Report from recent environment event 
11/04/2019   Request for help for fellow Clare PPN member Clare Accessible transport 
11/04/2019   Last day for nominations for the Clare PPN Secretariat 
03/04/2019   Clare PPN is hiring a Support Worker 
01/04/2019   Invitation to meet Michael Ring TD  
01/04/2019   JPC meeting Monday 8th April 2019 
01/04/2019   Draft Traveller Accommodation Plan 
01/04/2019   Social Development SPC 3rd April 
01/04/2019   Tidy Towns Information and Network Evening Meeting 
 

 

 

 



 
Clare Public Participation Network’s Report to Clare County Council 

April to June 2019 

13 | P a g e  
 

Appendix Two:  Clare PPN income & expenditure – April to June 2019 
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Please note that our address and contact details have changed: 

 

 


